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SMSA was founded in 1972, and has since grown to more than 150 memberships.  SMSA offers comprehensive racing, cruising, junior training, education, and on-shore activities that allow members to enjoy the sport of sailing through a variety of venues throughout the year.  Following is a brief summary of each of the programs offered to SMSA members.  Attached for your convenience is a membership application and contact information should you have any questions about SMSA and its many programs. Please visit us at our website www.smsa.com, email us at membership@smsa.com or call at 443-684-SMSA (7672). We appreciate your interest and we look forward to your membership!

Racing
The SMSA racing program includes active schedules for both small boats and large boats throughout the year.  Competition is for all skill levels and promotes participation in your own boat, or as crew on another boat.  Throughout the racing season, there are numerous formal weekend races held in the Bay and the Patuxent River, as well as many informal race series, including the Wednesday Night race series, which is a great way to become introduced to the SMSA racing scene.  SMSA is also the proud host club of the Screwpile Lighthouse Challenge, a 3-day race event held in July, which attracts more than 150 boats from all around the Chesapeake Bay and along the east coast.  If you are interested in small boat racing, SMSA holds its Thursday Night program and several small boat regattas throughout the season.

Cruising
The SMSA cruising program schedules trips to destinations throughout the sailing season, ranging from local, one-night trips to several two-week cruises throughout the Chesapeake Bay.  Whatever your cruising objectives may be, there is certainly a cruise schedule that will meet your needs.  SMSA cruising is a great way to enjoy time on the water with other SMSA members while having the opportunity to visit some great Chesapeake Bay destinations.

Junior
SMSA is very proud of its Junior and Young Adult Programs. SMSA offers an active junior sailing program, including competitive racing and recreational/instructional programs throughout the year.  There are several sessions of junior sailing camps throughout the summer, geared toward all junior sailing levels.  The junior program fleet includes 12 single-handed Optimist Prams as well as 2 safety boats, which are on the water to assist junior sailors at all times.  

Training and Education
SMSA, in cooperation with various local organizations, provides sailing and boating training to its members and the community.  Training such as the Maryland Basic Boating Course, GPS and Radar Course, and Coastal Navigation are hosted at SMSA and conducted by the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary and local Power Squadrons.  U.S. Sailing Racing Rules Seminars and Race Management Programs are conducted during the year by a variety of skilled and knowledgeable club members or by well-known guest speakers from our community of Chesapeake Bay Sailors.  Seminars on fiberglassing and other boat projects are also conducted throughout the year.
Social
The SMSA hosts a wide range of social events throughout the year including cookouts, crab feasts, post-race gatherings, mid-week pot-luck dinners, July 4th, Christmas events, and our formal annual awards dinner.  Our social events are well-attended by our members, their families and their friends.  They are a great opportunity for members to get together off the water.
