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Scoring Team Meeting, 

 Tuesday, May 5 @ 6:00pmð7:30pm vicecommodore@smsa.com 
ðððððððððððððððððððððð-  

BOD & Committee Chairs 

Tue. May 12 @ 7pm: Monthly Meeting. commodore@smsa.com. 
Tue., May 26, 6:30pmð8:00pm, Chairs meeting. 
ðððððððððððððððððððððð 

 High/Middle School Team practice, Tue., Thu., and Fri., through May, every 
day at 3:15pmï 6:30pm Contact hssailing@smsa.com  

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð-  
Cruise 

Friday-Monday, May15-18, St. Michaels/Oxford. Contact Russ at  

russeigle@gmail.com or Phil at cruise@smsa.com. 

Friday - the next Sunday, May 22-30. Baltimore Cruise, contact Todd at 

portertodda@gmail.com or Jenn at joconnordvm@hotmail.com  
ððððððððððððððððððððððð-  

Patuxent Pursuit Meeting 

Monday, May 18  6:00-7:30pm 
ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

ALTS &Training 

Mon., May 11 & Tue., May 19, Adult Learn to Sail shore sessions 1 and 2. 6pm 
ï8pm. learntosail@smsa.com . 

Thursday, May 14, ALTS Social Sail, 5:30pmð8:30pm. learntosail@smsa.com 

Sunday, May 24 & May 31, ALTS Holder 20 sessions. learntosail@smsa.com  
ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

Keelboat Racing 

Wednesday, May 6, 13, 20, Wed Keelboat Series A. 

 Wednesday, May 27, Fleet Building Race. See Circular. 

Saturday, May 9, Vice Commodoreôs Cup. See Circular 

Saturday, May 16, Frost-Goode open to keelboats/cruisers, dinghies. See the 
Sailing Instructions under Keelboat at the top of the website. 

Contact the Chairs at keelboatrace@smsa.com 
ðððððððððððððððï-  

 
Small Boat Racing 

Thursdays, small boat races though Sept. 10.  
Sunday, May 17, Beer ôn Soda Run. smallboatrace@smsa.com  
ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 
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It is with great sadness that we inform you of the passing of Lewis Gray (LG) Raley 

on 30 April 2026. 

 

LG was a longtime and beloved member of SMSA and was the longtime Chairman of 

the premiere yacht racing event in Solomonôs, the Screwpile Lighthouse Challenge 

Regatta (SPLC). He loved boating and sharing boating tales at the club. He will be 

sorely missed. 

 

Please join us in extending our heartfelt sympathy and prayers to Merrie Ruth, Karen 

and David during this sad time. 

 

A Celebration of Life will be held, more information as we know more. 

 

 

On behalf of the Raleyôs - Don Behrens  

CƻǊƳŜǊ /ƻƳƳƻŘƻǊŜ [ΦDΦ wŀƭŜȅ Ƙŀǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ 

ñMr. Screwpile,ò LG Raley (2nd from right), with wife Merrie Ruth, son David, daughter 

Karen, and Karenôs son Aubrey after a ceremony honoring LG for his long service as 

the Screwpile Lighthouse Challenge Chairman in July of 2019. 
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Membersô Corner! 

Our Adult Learn to Sail program is a volunteer driven 
learning program with small group sessions tailored 
to meet your needs.  Designed for beginner sailors 
with classroom instruction, plus on the water training. 
Learn and gain conɲdence. No previous sailing experi-
ence is required. Taught on Holder 20s, Sunɲsh, 420s. 

The Adult Learn to Sail program is open to any SMSA 
member age 16 and up interested in learning or im-

proving skills. Classes start April 13th. 

Email learntosail@smsa.com to get more infor-
mation about upcoming opportunities. 

                       Free CPR and AED training 
 

The Solomons VRS&FD provides FREE CPR/AED training to every-
one.  Sign up for a class on their website:  www.svrsfd.org.  Clas-
ses are typically held twice per-
month. Upcoming classes are May 
4th and 16th. Registration is re-
quired.   
 
Learn more about the AED at SMSA 
and about CPR. Questions??  Write 
Rebecca Murphy at rebec-
casruth@gmail.com or call (412)
401-5083.  
 

Darkness Falls on the Smallboat Fleet 
  

Tiny nightlights hang from our rigging after the race 
The sun is down and we drift toward home on molten glass 
Later, the moon will brush our sails with strengthening silver 
Now, in full darkness, we look like a fleet of Galilean fisherman 

Waiting for the schools to lift to our lamps 
  

I wave the towboat away 
 
                                                                              by Doug Hays 

http://www.svrsfd.org
mailto:rebeccasruth@gmail.com
mailto:rebeccasruth@gmail.com
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Commodoreõs Corner 
By Russell Miller 

commodore@smsa.com 

 The Spring Fling Open House and fire truck parade was AMAZING! Thank you to Rebecca Murphy 
for organizing this fun day. SMSA was open to the public, offering a warm refuge and cookies for 
visitors. Five remote-controlled boats raced in the creek, and Barba Roja gave visitors sailboat rides 
to highlight club activities. As a result, I would like to say welcome to our three new member appli-
cants. The six boats that cruised to Rollins Cove joined us while some of the crew from the nine 
boats that competed in the Double Handed Race shared their stories. It is safe to say that Spring 
has arrived! 
  
Over the winter we had so much fun with the Commodoreôs Dinners that several members have 
asked to keep this going. Now that it is Spring and we are a sailing club that loves to be out on the 
water, I went a step further and am inviting everyone to join me for the 1st Annual Commodoreôs Full 
Moon Raft Up on Friday, May 1

st
. For the seasoned cruisers with precise autohelm instrumentation, 

we will rendezvous at N38*18.573ô W76*28.030ô. For the racing community, we will be near SMSA 
River Mark L. For new members, we will be across the river from the gazebo near the entrance to 
Lewis Creek. Everyone is welcome in anything that floats. I plan to have Diablo over there by 6:30 
and stay until 9:00-ish. If you need more information, contact me at 301-904-9468 
or commodore@smsa.com. The anchor boat will monitor VHF channel 72 and we will make any an-
nouncements there. 

Later this month is the one-week cruise to Baltimore. I have done this cruise in years past with Mom 
and Dad on Serenity, and I have raced the Hospice Cup out of Baltimoreôs Inner Harbor several 
times. Sailing into the harbor with all the tall buildings and sounds of the city is somehow comforting. 
Walking the streets or riding on the water taxi to visit the many attractions is exhilarating. The kids 
loved the Discovery Zone, Mom loved the National Aquarium, I enjoyed the U.S.S. Constellation and 
Dad liked the lighthouse. I cannot join them this year, but Iôm eager to hear the stories. Because I 
love parties and hanging out with fellow SMSA members, I am planning a Commodoreôs dinner 
steak night at the clubhouse on Saturday, May 30

th
 from 5:00 ï 8:30. We can welcome our cruisers 

home and hear all about their adventures in the big city. 
  

You heard that correctly, STEAK NIGHT! 
  
Well, sort of steak night. Steve Birchfield will have the grills fired up and happily help you cook your 
favorite piece of meat that you brought along with a dish to share. This will be just like we did in the 
old SMSA Rendezvous years before we had a clubhouse. Also, while we are together on Saturday, 
the Board would like to hear your opinions on a few questions we have about our newly acquired 
clubhouse. This is your opportunity to help shape the future of our club. 
  
  

Russell 

 

mailto:commodore@smsa.com
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Spring Fling Shoutout! Open House VERY well at-

tended and staffed by our members! 
By Rebecca Murphy, event chair 

On April 26th, SMSA participated in the first Annual Solomons Spring Fling by hosting 

an Open House. 

Huge shout out to The Birchfields and Blaneys for docking their boats at the T-head and 

getting people on the water! While the weather wasnôt as warm as we all had hoped, the 

rain held off and the event was a success! We had several new faces stop by - one sail-

or signed up on the spot - and we expect more new memberships to follow.  

Special shoutouts to Kristi Yurko, Tim Flaherty, and John Blaney for getting the new 

feather flags designed and ordered, and to Randy Gross for setting up display boats. 

Thank you to the SMSA Board Members, the Kemps, Robin Witte and all the other 

members who turned up with smiling faces! Hereôs to bringing in sunny days and new 

friendships as we sail into spring. 
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Problem statement:  We have multiple "groups" at SMSA that attempt to 
communicate in a bidirectional manner using email.  Itôs pretty clumsy.  Names are left off, emails 
can be wrong, old emails arenôt removed, and the ñtoò line gets out of control.  Chairs do one-way 
blasts using BCC, that doesnôt allow group responses.  For those members who cruise, you feel the 
pain the most. 
 
Solution:  Groups.io runs an exceptional platform for this.  I am on numerous groups, and run the 
Saga owners group.  I presented this plan to the BOD at the April meeting, and they gave the green 
light to implement an SMSA group. 
 
I have, as a starting point, made five subgroups.  They are Cruising, DIY, Keelboats, Smallboats, 
and Lasers. 
 
To participate, you need to do two things. 
 
First, you need to send an email to main+subscribe@SMSA.groups.io and wait for me to approve 
your request (typically under a day).  Note that the ñmainò subgroup cannot be used to send mes-
sages and is reserved for administrative purposes. 
 
Second, once you get notified that you have been approved, you can join any of the sub-
groups.  You do this by sending an email to groupname+subscribe@SMSA.groups.io where group-
name is the group you want to join (listed above).  You must join at least one subgroup in order to 
participate. 
 
Once signed up, you can email all members with similar interests (Lasers, or DIY, etc) by sending 
an email to groupname@smsa.groups.io and it will go to all group members.  If you reply to a re-
ceived email, it will again go to all group members (and the ñtoò line will be mercifully simple!).  A 
side benefit is that groups.io automatically strips all of the email history out of replies, making them 
short and easy to read. 

Signing up will automatically create an account with your email on groups.io, but unless you go to 
groups.io and sign in, thatôs all that happens. I strongly encourage you to go to groups.io and look 
around at settings ï you can change how your name is displayed, you can change settings to get a 
single daily email (if thatôs what you want), you can search old email history. 

 
Take the first step right now.  Send an email to main+subscribe@SMSA.groups.io. 

An Email-based Communications Solution for SMSA 
By Harry Keith,  

Member, SMSA Board of Directors 

Norma Floyd unexpectedly passed away on April 20th. A visita-

tion will be held at Demaine Funeral Home, 520 S. Washington 

St. in Alexandria on May 9 from 11am to 1pm, followed by a Cel-

ebration of Life Funeral Service from 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm.  

Photo from Normaôs family via Demaine Funeral Homes. 

http://groups.io
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Lƴ {ǳƳƳŜǊ нлнсΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ т ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ WǳƴŜ ннƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ !ǳƎǳǎǘ тǘƘΦ  {ŀƛƭƛƴƎ 
ŎŀƳǇ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ {a{! ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ŦǊƻƳ ф !a ǘƻ п taΦ   ²Ŝ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ǎŀƛƭƻǊǎ ŀƎŜǎ у ǘƻ мсΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƻũŜǊ ŀ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŎŀƳǇŜǊǎ ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ  
ƳǳƭǝǇƭŜ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƻŦ ŎŀƳǇΦ    
 
wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀǊŜ ŬƭƭƛƴƎ ǳǇΦ CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ 
Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ǿǿǿΦǎƳǎŀΦŎƻƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ WǳƴƛƻǊ /ŀƳǇǎ ǘŀōΦ  
!ƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΚ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ {ǳƳƳŜǊ /ŀƳǇ /ƘŀƛǊΣ Yŀǝ 
YŜƛǘƘΣ ŀǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊŎŀƳǇϪǎƳǎŀΦŎƻƳΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΗΗ   

Camp 

Kati Keith 

Summer Camp Chair 

 summercamp@smsa.com  

HAPPY HOUR IS  

EVERY FRIDAY AT 

5:30  

  Come in for fun and 

terrific sunsets on 

the front patio. We 

go until about 9pm 

or whenever Ana 

kicks us out!  

 

mailto:summercamp@smsa.com
mailto:summercamp@smsa.com
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