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BNAC Planning meeting 

Monday, April 6 @ 6pm. BNAC2026@smsa.com 
ðððððððððððððððððððððð-  

BOD & Committee Chairs 

Tue. April 14 @ 7pm: Monthly Meeting. commodore@smsa.com. 
Tue., April 28, 6:30pmð8:00pm, Chairs meeting. 
ðððððððððððððððððððððð 

 High/Middle School Team practice, Tue., Thu., and Fri., through May, 
every day at 3:15pmï 6:30pm Contact hssailing@smsa.com  
ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð-  

Cruise 
Saturday & Sunday, April 25 & 26, Rollins Cove Cruise. Contact the 
leaders, Todd & Jen. portertodda@gmail.com; joconnordvm@hotmail.com. 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð-  
Patuxent Pursuit Meeting 

Monday, April 20, 6:00-7:30pm 
ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

RC Training, ALTS & Tablet Training 

Thursday, April 9, 6:30pm, Learn to operate the tablet for bar, merch, ticket 
and food sales. Contact treasurer@smsa.com 

Mon., April 13 & Tue., April 21, Adult Learn to Sail shore sessions 1 and 2. 
6pm ï8pm. learntosail@smsa.com . 

Saturday, April 18, 3pm RC Trainingon RC boat. Location TBD 
vicecommodore@smsa.com. 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 
Keelboat Racing 

Wednesday, April 8, 15, 22, 29ð Wed Keelboat Series A. 
 Saturday, April 11 & Sunday, April 12. Little Choptank on Saturday, 

Spring Invitational on Sunday. Rendezvous Sunday afternoon 

Saturday, April 25, Double-Handed Race. 

Contact the Chairs at keelboatrace@smsa.com 
ðððððððððððððððï-  

Small Boat Racing 
Saturday, April 18, Boat rig and sail practice day, noon ï3pm 
Thursday, April 23, Thu., small boat races though Sept. 10.  

smallboatrace@smsa.com  
ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

mailto:smallboatrace@smsa.com
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Membersô Corner! 

Our Adult Learn to Sail program is a volunteer driven 
learning program with small group sessions tailored 
to meet your needs.  Designed for beginner sailors 
with classroom instruction, plus on the water training. 
Learn and gain conɲdence. No previous sailing experi-
ence is required. Taught on Holder 20s, Sunɲsh, 420s. 

The Adult Learn to Sail program is open to any SMSA 
member age 16 and up interested in learning or im-

proving skills. Classes start April 13th. 

Email learntosail@smsa.com to get more infor-
mation about upcoming opportunities. 

                       Free CPR and AED training 
 

The Solomons VRS&FD provides FREE CPR/AED training to every-
one.  Sign up for a class on their website:  www.svrsfd.org.  Clas-
ses are typically held twice per-
month. Upcoming classes are April 
6th and 18th , and May 4th and 16th. 
Registration is required.   
 
Learn more about the AED at SMSA 
and about CPR. Questions??  Write 
Rebecca Murphy at rebec-
casruth@gmail.com or call (412)
401-5083.  
 

Radio Controlled Racing is on 
the schedule for Sunday, April 
19th & 26th from noonð4pm. 
Dragon Force 65ôs and Victori-
as make up the fleets. Contact 
Vladimir.eremeev@gmail.com 
or vicecommodore@smsa.com. 

http://www.svrsfd.org
mailto:rebeccasruth@gmail.com
mailto:rebeccasruth@gmail.com
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Commodoreõs Corner 
By Russell Miller 

commodore@smsa.com 

 

 Every year we follow time honored traditions in our ancient sport of sailing. We raise the flags of our 
nations, the burgees of our clubs, the pennants of our officers; fire the cannon and say those immor-
tal words ñLet the season begin.ò That is not simply an SMSA tradition, rather it is a centuries-old 
tradition held at sailing organizations that are small and large worldwide. We honor that tradition with 
our Opening Day Ceremony doing our part of keeping those traditions alive and well. Now that the 
season has begun, we will carry out the plans we have made. The Officers and Directors have met 
with membership through cruise and race and social Chairs to plan our 2026 season. We built our 
budget and adopted a schedule designed for us to enjoy a robust season as a community of sailors. 

The good news is that my work is mostly done. I now watch as Randy and Shane help the Chairs 
execute the plans. I still have some Commodore duties as issues come up from time to time 
throughout the year. Like during the Spring Frostbite Races where we had our second annual Cook-
ie Cookoff. After race one, near the announcement of race results, Diablo (Russell Miller) was 
awarded ñChampionò of the cookie cookoff competition for a second year in a row. However, there 
was some controversy when Pursuit (Norm Dawley) did not enter his cookies on time for judging. 
Pursuit protested, requesting redress for a second competition. It was decided by the organizing au-
thority (Commodore Miller) that Pursuit was to be awarded redress, and a second Spring Frostbite 
Cookie Cookoff competition was to be held at the conclusion of the last frostbite race. The organiz-
ing authority noted that all competitors are eligible to compete and that cookie entries should be sub-
mitted for judging before the announcement of race results. 

With my first important Commodore decision for the new sailing season having been made, Pursuit 
took full advantage of their third attempt to dethrone Diablo from this prestigious award. As required, 
before race result announcements were made, both yachts submitted their best cookies. Judging 
was conducted by applause with both yachts receiving energetic support. As an audible tie was 
reached, the Organizing Authority deferred to an independent third-party tie breaking committee 
(Rosemary Dawley) for a decision. It should be noted that the committee did say that they liked Dia-
bloôs cookies better but ultimately Pursuit was awarded the 2026 Cookie Cookoff Championship. 

Now that I have made my first major decision as commodore and our 2026 season is underway, I 
am confident that the racing will be intense, the cruising will be relaxing, and the social gatherings 
vibrant. Letôs fill this season with fun adventures that become tall tales. 

 

Tjodfsfmz-! 

Svttfmm 
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Vice Commodore  
Randy Gross  

vicecommodore@smsa.com 

 

SMSA ñBoat Bosunsò idea to  
Help take care of our fleet. 
Yes, we own or lease nearly 40 boats! 

 

As most of you hopefully know, SMSA owns or leases a wide and varied Fleet of boats.  From 

our 36ô Diesel powered Race Committee (RC) boat, through outboard powered skiffs and 

RHIBs, and down to kayaks and paddleboards.  What you may not realize is that the Fleet con-

sists of just under 40 boats.  That is a lot of ñholes into which we need to pour timeò.   

As a club we have done a good job at keeping these boats ñfunctionalò, but rarely are they kept 

in optimal condition.  We fix them when they break but often donôt get around to doing enough 

preventative maintenance and cleaning to keep them at an optimal condition.  Mostly this is be-

cause it takes a lot of time if just a single captain is doing or scheduling the work. 

I believe as a club we have members with considerable talent and sufficient time to help re-

solve this; we just havenôt found a way to tap into that resource easily when we need it. 

As the current Vice Commodore, I would like to try something different to see if we can make a 

difference.  I am starting a voluntary ñBoat Bosunò team, seeking members who are willing to 

help periodically in boat upkeep and maintenance.   

In maritime circles, a Bosun (shortened pronunciation for boatswain) is a prestigious position 

responsible for a ships hull, deck maintenance, rigging, and supervision.  While often associat-

ed with the most drudgery of work, the bosun is also often revered for their skill in all areas of 

seamanship and maintenance.   A bosun defines what it means to be ñship-shapeò. 

The concept is to establish a list of members who we can reach out to with periodic (or regular) 

boat maintenance and upkeep related tasks.  Using primarily email, we will reach out to the 

whole bosun team with tasks and or boat maintenance events, asking who can help out with 

that task.  I am hoping many will be able to build some new camaraderie at the club while 

ñmessing about in boatsò.  This team is intended to provide our various Boat Captains with the 

manpower to get their issues and goals resolved. 

There are no minimum requirements for a boat bosun, some of the most important work will be 

just periodic inspections and cleaning, though obviously some tasks will require specific boat 

maintenance skills and experience so you experts out there, we need you too! 
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If you are willing to help out, in whatever capacity you can, please email vicecommo-

dore@smsa.com to get added to the email list.  Please provide your interests and skill sets if possi-

ble. 

Some known upcoming tasks: 

*420 and Optimist Fleet:  Inspect, clean, and repair all boats prior to the Summer Camp kick-off.  

Buff out and wax the 420s. 

*Holders:  Annual cleanout and power wash to get ready for ALTS season.  Inspect and correct any 

issues. 

*RC Boat:  Clean and Paint interior deck, cabin scrape and paint.  Weekly post-race check for is-

sues and clean-up. 

*Install prop guards on RHIBs. 

Contact me at vicecommodore@smsa.com to comment or to volunteer. 

 

Regards, 

Randy. 

òBoat Bosunsò proposal, continued... 

Wednesday Night Keelboat racing begins on April 8th! 

The bar is open 7:30ish for all, and food for competitors 

and guests is available! 
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Lƴ {ǳƳƳŜǊ нлнсΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ т ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ WǳƴŜ ннƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ !ǳƎǳǎǘ тǘƘΦ  {ŀƛƭƛƴƎ 
ŎŀƳǇ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ {a{! ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ŦǊƻƳ ф !a ǘƻ п taΦ   ²Ŝ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ǎŀƛƭƻǊǎ ŀƎŜǎ у ǘƻ мсΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƻũŜǊ ŀ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŎŀƳǇŜǊǎ ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ  
ƳǳƭǝǇƭŜ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƻŦ ŎŀƳǇΦ    
 
wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀǊŜ ŬƭƭƛƴƎ ǳǇΦ CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ 
Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ǿǿǿΦǎƳǎŀΦŎƻƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ WǳƴƛƻǊ /ŀƳǇǎ ǘŀōΦ  
!ƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΚ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ {ǳƳƳŜǊ /ŀƳǇ /ƘŀƛǊΣ Yŀǝ 
YŜƛǘƘΣ ŀǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊŎŀƳǇϪǎƳǎŀΦŎƻƳΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΗΗ   

Camp 

Kati Keith 

Summer Camp Chair 

 summercamp@smsa.com  

HAPPY HOUR IS  

EVERY FRIDAY AT 

5:30  

  Come in for fun and 

terrific sunsets on 

the front patio. We 

go until about 9pm 

or whenever Ana 

kicks us out!  

 

mailto:summercamp@smsa.com
mailto:summercamp@smsa.com
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Facility 

Harry Keith 

Outgoing Facility Chair 

Facility@smsa.com 

New and returning members at SMSA 

Weôd like to take a moment to welcome the new and returning members that 

have joined our SMSA family over the past few months!  

Steve & Sheryl Orwig sponsored by Russell Miller,  

Dan Sadosky sponsored by Rhonda LaFleur. 

 

And returning members: 

Laura Laptham, Cedric Magen, Th®o and Chlo®. 

Michael Hulme 

 

Club Cleanup Day -- Sunday 3/21 was a glorious day for Club Cleanup.  Nineteen members turned out to 
dust off the cobwebs and make the place shine for the season. We started off pretty slow but once the 
sugar from the donuts kicked in we finally got the most important things crossed off the list!  Projects in-
cluded: 

*  Inspect and repair all front room chairs and bar stools 

*  Clean/wipe tables, bar, and many other surfaces 

*  Clean/organize the middle room and hall 

*  Move things to the attic 

*  Extensive pressure washing (by one armed Randy) 

*  Cleaning/organizing the side yard 

*  Moving gravel from sidewalk to driveway 

*  Replacing front door closer, fix front door lock 

*  Replacing heater air filter 

Special call out to those that volunteered for this critical annual event, including Harry and Kati Keith, 

Jimmy and Kristi Yurko (and Cora!), Jolie Homsher, Vatanna and Katharine Gaines, Mark and Robin 

Witte, Randy Gross, Dewey Melton, Tom Moulds, Pete LaRoche, John Herbig, Dave Pedersen, Cathe-

rine Davis, and Shane and Jackson Myers. This marks the end of my tenure as your Facilities Chair; as 

Jolie Homsher has taken over the role. If you would like to help with future projects please 

email facility@smsa.com.  

mailto:facility@smsa.com

