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ANNUAL GALA 

Sat. February 7th @ 5:30pm. See smsa.com for tickets: 
ððððððððððððððððððð 

Board of Directors 

Tue. February 10th @ 7pm: Monthly Meeting 
ððððððððððððððððððð 

Social 

Wednesday, February 4th @ 6pm: dessert baking (Witteôs house) 

Wednesday, Feb. 18 @6pm, Trivia Night. social@smsa.com 

ðððððððððððððððððððð 

Training 

Sat. Feb. 14 @ 1pm: When Boats MeetðEducation Session, 
Contact the Vice Commodore, vicecommodore@smsa.com  

 
Sat., Feb. 28 from 8:00amð4:00pm: US Sailing Basic Race Management 

Course (rescheduled from Jan 25) 
ððððððððððððððððððð 

Commodoreôs Dinner 

Fri. Feb. 20 @ 6:30pm 
ððððððððððððððððððð 

Smallboat 

Fri. Jan. 30 @ 6:30pm: Pre-season meeting & sign ups 
ððððððððððððððððððð 

HS/MS 

Thursdays through March 5 @ 4:30pm: D&D 
ððððððððððððððððððð 

Small Boat Event Planning 

Mon, Feb. 16, @ 6pm Patuxent Pursuit meeting, paxpursuit@smsa.com  

BNAC 2026 panning meeting @6:30pm, BNAC 2026@smsa.com 

ððððððððððððððððððð 
Happy Hour 

Fri. 5:30pmð9:00pm 
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Membersô Corner! 

Our Adult Learn to Sail program is a volunteer driven 
learning program with small group sessions tailored 
to meet your needs.  Designed for beginner sailors 
with classroom instruction, plus on the water training. 
Learn and gain conɲdence. No previous sailing experi-
ence is required. Taught on Holder 20s, Sunɲsh, 420s. 

The Adult Learn to Sail program is open to any SMSA 
member age 16 and up interested in learning or im-

proving their sailing skills. 

Email learntosail@smsa.com to get more infor-

                       Anchors Aweigh for Trivia Night! 

Ready to test your general knowledge? Join Southern Maryland 
Sailing Association (SMSA) for an evening of friendly competi-
tion on Wednesday, February 18. 
Trivia Night promises high-energy fun 
and a chance to mingle with the local 
sailing community. Gather your crew, 
sharpen your wits, and prepare for 
categories ranging from maritime his-
tory to pop culture. 

¶ When: February 18, 2026, 6pm - 
9pm 

 

¶ Where: SMSA Clubhouse,  

Special thanks to Jimmy 
Yurko for coming out to shovel 
the snow on Jan 26.  When 
Harry and Kati arrived, he was 
already working!!! 

https://southernmarylandsailingassociation.theclubspot.com/event/BJESP5NNqA
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Commodoreõs Corner 
By Russell Miller 

commodore@smsa.com 

Last year we deservedly recognized Jacki Meiser as our Member-Of-The-Year for her legal as-
sistance to the Board in completing the last step of SMSAôs vision statement. That vision was 
captured by the 1989 Board when our 15th Commodore, Gary Van Tassel, noted that we had 
closed the book on our first 16 years by becoming a land-based club. Renting the old Captainôs 
House in Calvert Marina created new opportunities and new challenges. That BOD then 
opened a new book, Volume II, with energy and inspiration as they put in motion their plans 
for our clubôs future. They moved us into our new clubhouse, started Screwpile, initiated new 
traditions, drafted our bylaws, and documented our new goal: ñDevelop a plan to acquire a 
permanent or semi-permanent clubhouse facility for future club activitiesò. 
  
As Treasurer on that 1989 Board, I look back on that period in our clubôs history with pride. It 
is important to also recognize the 36 years that followed and the Boards who contributed their 
part. Year after year they each supported our social programs, managed our races and orga-
nized our cruises. They kept our legacy programs running just as the bylaws anticipated. Now 
as property owners, we have new challenges brought on by our new responsibilities and obli-
gations. Last year saw growing pains that I often found myself in the middle of. But I stayed 
optimistic and now am eager to take on those challenges serving as your 38th Commodore 
  
Your 2026 BOD has set out to improve our business model by updating accounting practices 
with enhanced financial reporting and enhancing your membership experience while holding 
dues steady. We began by revising the budget process to capture allowances for depreciation 
and cost sharing between programs and addressed long-range maintenance concerns which our 
landlord used to be responsible for. We have taken on these new challenges as a team, full of 
optimism and the same pride I felt back in 1989. Our aim is for these efforts to ease the anxie-
ties we experienced last year and help future boards have reliable resources to make informed 
decisions. 
  
Recognizing that we have this gift of a new beginning, I am excited for us to join together as 
we open the cover of Volume III and, on page one, proudly discover a new vision, set new 
goals, and build on our legacy. Let us dream BIG and once again become an ambassador OF 
our sport and a leader IN our sport. Our club is in great shape, our sport is strong and growing, 
and our membership is able and willing. 

One day, with the benefit of time, we will talk about these as the Good Old Days!  
 
 

Tjodfsfmz-! 

Svttfmm 



The Clew, February 2026 Page 4 www.smsa.com 

 



The Clew, February 2026 Page 5 www.smsa.com 

 

SMSA Annual Gala and Awards Banquet 

The Greatest Event Off the Water! 
 

 

Saturday, February 7th, 2026 

Olde Breton Inn 

5:30PM - 9:30PM 

 

An evening to celebrate our love of 

sailing, enjoy some music, acknowledge the hard working 

volunteers and hand out a few awards 

 

Cocktails and Hors dôoeuvres 5:30 p.m. 

Buffet Dinner: 6:30 p.m. 

2025 Awards Presentations following Dinner 
 

Buffet Selections: 
Round of Beef with carver, au jus and horseradish 

Stuffed Chicken Breast 

Southern Maryland Crab Balls 

Dinner includes Garden Salad, Red Roasted Potatoes, Long Grain Wild Rice,  

Whole Green Beans, Dinner Rolls, Tea and Coffee 

 

Tickets: $80 per person; RSVP with payment by February 

3rd, info at www.smsa.com 

Seating capacity limited to 120 people. Get your tickets in advance! 
 

Featuring fun dance music with a DJ 
 

Cash Bar available for drink purchases. 
 

Make it a Night to Remember! 
Questions? Email social@smsa.com or call 443-684-SMSA (7672) and leave a message and we will return your call. 

http://www.smsa.com
mailto:social@smsa.com
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Basic Race Management Seminar at Southern Maryland 
Sailing Association 

Saturday, February 28, 2026 (1-day) 

  

Enroll Now 
There are 15 available slots 

Southern Maryland Sailing Association 
PO Box 262 

Solomons, MD 20688-0262 

Contact: Randy Gross 
Instructor: Sharon Hadsell 

IN-PERSON Basic Race Management Seminar hosted by Southern Maryland 

Sailing Association and Herrington Harbour Sailing Association. 

The seminar will be held at Southern Maryland Sailing Association 

14490 Solomons Island Road, Solomons, MD. 

 

The seminar consists of One In-Person session, rescheduled for Saturday, February 28, 

8:00 am to 4:00 pm. (Original date was snowed out!) 

 

There is approximately 90-120 minutes of REQUIRED pre-course work prior to the In-

Person session. Attendance is required to complete and pass the course. Please be sure 

to download the Racing Rules App at: https://www.ussailing.org/competition/rules-

officiating/the-racing-rules-of-sailing-2025-2028/ 

 

About 10 days before your course begins, you will receive an email from Canvas Free 

for Teachers, inviting you to participate in the course through Canvas, US Sailingôs 

online learning platform. Please click the "Get Started" link to complete your profile in 

Canvas and access the required course materials. 

 

The lead instructor will email you with additional course information. 

 

US Sailing course registration fee: $40. A discounted US Sailing special introductory 

membership is available for first-timers during the registration process. 

 

Lunch will be available for pre-order (Blue Wind). Go to www.smsa.com to pre-order. 

Contact info@smsa.com for questions. 

 

Registration required in advance. 

Walk-In registrations are NOT allowed. 

https://www1.ussailing.org/enrollment/selectregistrant.aspx?courseid=13510790
http://www.smsa.com/
mailto:vicecommodore@smsa.com
mailto:shadsell4@gmail.com
https://www.ussailing.org/competition/rules-officiating/the-racing-rules-of-sailing-2025-2028/
https://www.ussailing.org/competition/rules-officiating/the-racing-rules-of-sailing-2025-2028/
http://www.smsa.com
mailto:info@smsa.com


The Clew, February 2026 Page 7 www.smsa.com 

 

Settling in for Winter?  How about 
Next Summer?   
 

{ƴƻǿȅ ²ƛƴǘŜǊ .ƭǳŜǎΚ Iƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ /ŀƳǇ bŜȄǘ {ǳƳƳŜǊΚ 

²ŜΩǊŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǩƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎΣ ŘǊŀƎƎƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΣ ǎƻ 

ƭŜǘΩǎ ŎƘŜŜǊ ǳǇ ōȅ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 

ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ς ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎŀƭƭȅ {ŀƛƭƛƴƎ /ŀƳǇ ŀǘ {a{!Η 

Lƴ {ǳƳƳŜǊ нлнсΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ т ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ WǳƴŜ ннƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ !ǳƎǳǎǘ тǘƘΦ {ŀƛƭƛƴƎ ŎŀƳǇ 

ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ {a{! ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ŦǊƻƳ ф !a ǘƻ п taΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ 

ǎŀƛƭƻǊǎ ŀƎŜǎ у ǘƻ мсΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƻũŜǊ ŀ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŎŀƳǇŜǊǎ ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƳǳƭǝǇƭŜ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƻŦ 

ŎŀƳǇΦ 

wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ ƴƻǿ ŦƻǊ {a{! ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊΣ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƳŜǊƛǘǳǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΦ CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ǿǿǿΦǎƳǎŀΦŎƻƳΣ ŀƴŘ 

ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ WǳƴƛƻǊ /ŀƳǇǎ ǘŀōΦ !ƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ {ǳƳƳŜǊ /ŀƳǇ /ƘŀƛǊΣ Yŀǝ YŜƛǘƘΣ 

ŀǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊŎŀƳǇϪǎƳǎŀΦŎƻƳΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΗΗ 

JUNIOR 

Kati Keith 

Junior Chair 

junior@smsa.com 

Vlad Eremeev and his 

DragonForce 65 That he 

has been sailing most 

Sundays behind SMSA. 

Vlad makes call to bring Victoriaõs 
back to Sunday RC racing 

Just as this issue was about to hit the press, SMSA member and radio con-
trolled sailing guru Vlad Eremeev contacted The Clew with news that Febru-
ary 1st RC sailing behind the clubhouse is cancelled because of ice in the 
creek. Too late really for The Clew to be of service for that, but the second 
part of what he asked about is not! 

A few years back there was an active Victoria RC fleet at SMSA. Most of 
those boats are now in membersôgarages and basements gathering dust. 
ñBring them in so we can have another racing class!ò Vlad wrote, ñOur 
current thinking that if there are Victorias we will put a different wind-
ward mark for the class but keep the same start and finish. Or something 
like this. We will figure it out if you come.ò 

RC racing is Sundayôs at noon behind the club, assuming the creek is 
clear of ice! Contact Vlad at vladimir.eremeev@gmail.com. 
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Patuxent River Sailing Team 
Come join the FUN!! 
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Crusty Crab Dive Services, LLC, maintaining vessels in the 

SOMD area. 

Crusty Crab Dive Services started as a passion and hobby for Phil 

Sibley Jr. Phil began boating at an early age and has been sailing 

for 10 years, once he completed his dive certifications, he started 

maintaining his own boats hulls throughout the year. 

We offer the following services: 

For more information contact: 

Philip Sibley Jr. 

Lexington Park, MD 20653 

(c) 484-.390-.4044 

CrustyCrabDiveServicesSOMD@gmail.com 

Or check out their website: 

https://www.crustycrabdiveservicessomd.com/ 

Hull & Bottom Single 
Cleanings 

Maintain your hull and 

lengthen your bottom 

paint by keeping your 

hull cleaned through-

out the year. 

Hull & Bottom Cleaning Plans 

Buying a boat? Concerned 

about an issue? We will in-

spect the bottom of your 

boat and provide an assess-

ment. 

Hull Inspection and Removal of 

Entangled Objects 

Buying a boat? Con-

cerned about an issue? 

We will inspect the bot-

tom of your boat, re-

move any entangled 

objects, and provide an 

assessment. 
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We invite all members to submit an article, story, photos, or any-
thing they want to share with their fellow sailors! 
Please send all submissions to clew@smsa.com by the 20th of 
each month or contact us if you have any questions. 

Keelboat Co-chairs are continuing to consider all the input from the feedback meeting last 
month. This will influence the draft SI'S for 2026.  
 
J70 Fleet 8 has just added Duke Wells as a new J70 owner. Duke has sailed on Elan in the past 
and is eager to learn the nuances of his new race craft.  
 
The 2026 season is not to far away. Stay warm, weather the winter storms and arrive ready to 
have fun next season. 

Larry Ray & Tom Moulds 

Keelboat Race Co-Chairs 

keelboatrace@smsa.com 

KEELBOAT 

RACING 

Photos from last monthôs 

Tamale making day at 

SMSA that was hosted by 

Kristi Yurko. Eleven 

members made Tamales 

and either ate them there 

or took them home! 

mailto:clew@smsa.com

