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Mont hl vy IM&Etin
5 3
b >
Mon. Jan. 5 @ 5pm: Undecorate the CI
Wed. Jan. 14 @ 6pm: Trivia rw:ght
Wed. Jan 21 @ 6:00pm: Sa@dd¢inalti @dbmm@ial aed | Mt
Mon. Jan 26 @ 6:00pm: Soé€iahbhl Commat PEan Mt
Preparati on :
0000000000000000000 >
Training <
Sat . Jan. 17 @ 1pm: Racing Basi cs, a PﬁeCU|
(see page 5 for more info) :
Sun., Jan. 25 d5.0@0n8: W@am®ai ling Basic tace
Cour se >
000000000000008060000 <
CommododGeDinner >
Fri. Jan. 23 @ 6:30pm >
00000000000000060000 >
Small boat :
Fri Jan. 30 @ 6: 30pm: Smal |l boat Eeed
0000000000000000000 >
HS/ MS >
Thursdays f8OdMMarxaan5 @ 4:30pm D&
00000000000000000000 <
Tamal e Making Party >
Sat., Jan. 24 @ 1:00pm (see page 2 fo
0000000000000000000 <
Happy Hour :
Fri. 58690 @an <
>
A



Me mbed®8or ner !

The 2026 Small Boat season
It is time for the annual

as prescribed bPl ebhab pomhi
request for 2026 yard stor
Mar k Wi imntcevi att e @md . met rbo/c a §

- QO o<
o< 9 T
o PFIN o — N

or to the Gal a.

Jan. 31,.P2@26e include boat| ty
|l ength and beam

The policy can be found in the SMSA Plolic

SMSA Website: https://www.smsa.com/ | ojcati
Perpetual Trophies

- I f you stildl have a perpgtua

/9 not yet returned it to tihe ¢

do so no | Adapruvathwab7Qur20P6
Vice Commodore in conjurct.i
Keel boat Chair need to geft t

Tamal e Making Party
Saturday, Jan. 24 @ 1pm
Ever wanted to make Tamales, but g Y7
want to speed up the process and

#
Based on requests received du-rwienga,
having a tamale making party! ‘

Join us for |l aughter and tamale r
12 tamales: $10 )

Fee covers ingredients and 12+ tar®
of the afternoon.

Depending on the number of regist
purchase mor e.

Select from Bean and Cheese (Veget
Chicken Verde.

Click here to signup:
https://southernmarvl andsailingassociation. th

l

7
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.
Commodoreodos Coc

By John Bl aney
commodore@smsa. com

We | | Me mi@&ge rtsh aitt t i me where | get to bid t
dore adieu. My | ast actions are to handoy
sel l Mi |l Il er and wish him well I n steeringq
signed on to assist him in being the Mem
away.

The Commodore is a surprisingly complex ¢
some decisions al one, but mo st are board

out to my other volunteer officers and di
their effortd obne htéhef .kdldibt he privilege of

group of strong organized | adies in Laura
ed, and Jacki Mei ser who aThamkset ohPayiod
Jim Whited, Scott Patterson and Scott Rol
fort on our behal f. My apol ogied@ mheamebdod
whose efforts make a big difference to th
Our volunteer chairs are the key I mpl emer
they deserve not just my thanks but your :
bership al/l of whom have sailing as the

team have a few chair positions to fill|
and grab one or say yes when asked.

Hoping you had a great holiday season whi
THANK YOU ALL
John
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MVIARINE WEATHER CLASS

o (ASA 119)

AMERICAN
SAILING

Kinetic
@ Sailin

-

COURSE DETAILS

Weather is the greatest factor affecting ALL Course Length: 4 days
mariners. Learn the basic principles of marine Date: Mar 21-22 8 28-29, 2026
weather, take observations, interpret traditional 3:.32??&';:34233""
weather charts, use the latest tools and apps. Apply audible & visual Q&A

the information for local, coastal and offshore Cost: ASA 119 $495, Combo
voyages, to make your time on the water as safe and ASA N19/219 $650 (includes

text & presentation books,

efficient as possible. This 4-day course combines S iEation il

lecture, video, hands-on practice, and an offshore
voyage weather planning practical exercise. Max 25
students for full engagement.

Taught by Capt Lisa Batchelor Frailey: Marine Meteorologist, Oceanographer,
Ocean Passage Maker, USCG Master & ASA Master Instructor.

SAIL SOLOMONS

CONTACT FOR 410-326-4917 | info@sailsi.com
MOREDETARS KINETIC SAILING

410-474-7844 | lisa@kineticsail.com
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A Message from your Commodore Elect, Russ
SMSA Member s,
Your 2026 Officers appreciate the trust you |
i ng fo the new year. This month's Clew art.
modore John Bl aney. Last month John did an
budget process, which we are working dilige
prove at our first Board of Directors meeti n
One of my priorities during the election was
nounce that our club wil!l host a US Sailing
Januar'y'( 2é&e page 7 for more information). Th
an advanced Race Management education series
| ater this winter. Hosting this evenassatbtmer d
| eadership role outside the Solomons area a:¢
other c¢clubs who want to attend this national
Vice Commodore Randy Gross wlMevehost I nher hah
cluding a sign up Iink iIs on page 7 of the
guestions can be emaiilced otnomoRlamr ccy@sarts a. ¢ o m
During the winter season, we I ntend to host
t hat wi l | aismcl usdaei | b ng, racing rul es, and S
starting on January 17th. This series 1s int
i ng a Round Table rules discussion where we
how the racingShouésds gppl wave any specific t
to address, please feel free toaishiane@youa. &a
Commodore EIl ect
Russel |l Mi |l | er

Racing Basics, a Precursor to the |US

Saturday, January 17, 2026 @ [Lpm
Led Bandy Grdashse plan is to review basic sail
guence and rules that apply, basic upwind]ta
mar k roundings and rules that apply, down | wi
The goal I s to provide a broad brush revigw |
January 25th US Sailing Basic Race Managermen]
me& Racing Rules session on March 14t h.
This is not intended as a deep dive, but ffo
racers and determine what other training ¢an
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SMSA Annual Gala and Awards Banqt

Saturday, February 7
Ol de Breton | nh
5:30PM: S30OPM

An evening to cel ebijra
sailing, enjoy some music, ackno
volunteers and hand out a f

Cocktail s dameduvHoess 5d: 30 p. m.
Buf fet Dinner: 6:30 p. m.
2025 Awards Presentations f ol

Buf f et Sel ections:

Round of Beef with carver, au jus and |
Stuffed Chicken Breast
Southern Maryland Crab Ball s
Dinner includes Garden Sal ad, Red Roasted Pot
Whol e Green Beans, Dinner Roll s, Tea a

Tickets: $80 per person; RSVP | wi
3r d, | wive. ams a. com

Seating capacity |Iimited to 120 peoipl e
Featuring fun dance musi c \

Cash Bar available for drink pur

Make it a Night to Remember!

Questions?2oEmal @ds moa. camd8HLMFA (7672) and |l eave a message and w
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=m——a Basi c Race Management Seminar at So
— Sailing Association

lIS Sunday: January-day,) 2026 (1

SAILIN
Enrol | Now
There are 25 available slots
Southern Maryland Sailing Association
PO Box 262
Sol omons, MD 2526 8 8
Cont aRandy Gr oss

Il nstruSharon Hadsel |l

| NPERSON Basic Race Management Seminar hosted by
Sailing Association and Herrington Harbour Saild]
The seminar wil/l be held at Southern Maryl and Sa
14490 Solomons | sland Road, Sol omons, MD.
The seminar cons-Persoof s@ssilbm
Sunday, January 25, 2026. 8: 00 am to 4:00 pm.
There is appr elxdnamienwt 690 of REQWHN KR&EDwepmrlke pr-i or t
Person session. Attendance is required to compl e
to download the Racihing pRul/ésvwAvwp p seta:i | i ng. or g/ con
of fici atriancgfnuighes ai -4 33028/
About 10 days before your course begins, you wi/|l
for Teachersing you to participate in the&course
online | earning platform. Please click the " Get
Canvas and access the required course material s.
The |l ead instructor wil/|l email you with addition
US Sailing course registration fee: $40. A disco
membership is avatiilmeérnse dwrri fdrtshe registration

Lunch will be awvoaridearb | (eB Ifuoer
Cont aatf o @smsd.oadomuestions.

Wednesday,

Vivrmed ) s mGa .t borporred e r .

January 14, 2026

Reqgistration cl oses
Wal-kn registrations are NOT
The Clew, January 2026 Pag®
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https://www1.ussailing.org/enrollment/selectregistrant.aspx?courseid=13510790
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mailto:vicecommodore@smsa.com
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mailto:info@smsa.com

Kat i Kei t h

JUNI OR Junior Chair

juni or @s ms a.

Settling in for Wi nter?
Next Summer ?

WeG e over the holidays but ]

‘AMPWIHIGI’ (or at | east what pass

but we may want to start pl an

ispecifically Sailing Camp at SMSA!

Il n Summer 2026, we wi | | be offering 7 we
through AU'gus$Sai7ling camp is here at our
from 9 AM to 4 PM. We wel come beginni ng
8 to 16. This year we wil|l again offer
mul tiple weeks of camp.

Registration wil|l open for SMSA regul ar,
bers in the middloa oaofl |Jameumsbrer s and the ¢
beginning of Felrr umoby e i nformati on, Vi
www. smsa, camd | ook for the Junior Camps t

pl ease contact the JunipunCbhbai@emskKateiomKei

The Clew, January 2026 Pag& WWW. smsa. com


http://www.smsa.com
mailto:junior@smsa.com

HlI GH

Rebecca Wi ngate

SCHOOL Hi gh School ProglJr am
PROGRA M hssailing@smsa. clom
The high school and middle school sail or
getting back to their school work and ot he
season! Sailors have been spotted at the
Dungeons & Dragons, sailing in Freeze Yol

the Solomons Christmas Wal k.

Congratul ations to Nolan Wingat e, who wol
gatt a, sailing with Bil/l Shoemaker, and t
ton who participated in a club 420! Lat er

team decorated Barba Roja for t he boat
Christmas Wal k. Tommy Birchfield, Colt To
gat e, and Annabelle Yurko helped to decor
Thanks to Steve Birchfield and crew who m

The Clew, January 2026 Pag® WWW. smsa. com



Crusty Crab Dive Services, LLC, ma i n

SOMD ar ea.

Crusty Crab Dive Services started n a
Sibley Jr. Phil began boating at a an
for 10 years, once he completed his ifoi
mai ntaining his own boats hulls thr e vy
We offer the following services:
ﬁg&ﬁ%anwm Sii Hyl e dnspecid=on an
Entangl ed Obj ects
Jo B your hulsl and
AEBRERIE N 311 i : ‘M'e'n'gt'h'é‘n your boti%mnNd & boaf
spect the bottom of pwed by/flkeeping \Morunreldla.bOUt
\ \ \ 3 WA I NS q
“hoatand prowide anhassesIelncd throlgh - 4
i NINRNERN - " . your |
mﬁent. \ @ 0 U Ty AL/AW a1 . moVe any ent g
R objdeet s and
o assessment.
For more information contact
Philip sSibley Jr. ‘gﬁh
Lexington Park, MD 20@ /“
(c) 488040414 \‘\‘:;;7
CrustyCrabDiveServicesSOMD Am»il.con

The

Or check out their website:

https://www. crustycrabdiveservicessomd
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Larry Ray & Tom

KEELBOA Keel boat Rdae r Gc

RACI NG| keel boatrace @s ms m
You know t hat t he Keel boat season I S of f
mar ks are retrieved and onshore for cl ean

Gr os s

Shawn Stanl ey Kevin Pachas and La

—

The Keel bolmadai rCo hel d an open f

orum f eedba
with excell ent attendance and good feedba
new cal endaryefaorr rneelxaat ed t o the race sche
tered around the following topics/ideas:
91 How can we aggressively advertise the f
to encourage new participants and over al
1 Change some of the races to pursuit type
7 Al | members should try to attract boats
ticipate whenever possibl e, particul arl
events
9 Consi der more ways to encourage exi sting
to become part of the racing fleet, par f
current participants
1 What are some ways we -Spinnbull éedt t he Non
These are just some of the highlights fro
er
We would I|Iike to thank everyone for volun
port for the Keel boat program this past s
Wi shing everyone the best for this Holide

perous New Year!
Best to you all and thanks for what you d
Larry and Tom
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THE SOCIAL SCENE

Paige Smith, Chai

socli al @smsa. com

Happy New Ye@®mrtoHarg@reat 2026! We hope that

holi day season with family and friends. The
and eventful i n December with a fun, chilly
Bucc Off, the Annual Christmas Dinner and t
Open House. The clubhouse was adorned with g
|l ights for our Annual Christmas dinner. We h
ber s brought del i cious sal ads, side di shes ¢
the Open House, we had a steady stream of gu
Creative boat building occurred in the back
rade on the Pax! Many thanks to all the wvol
cessful

Check out the January and February calendar

club as we begin the new year with sailing a
the Gala and Awards is scheduled for Saturda
The Ol de Breton | nn. Reservations are requir
tails). Please contsaocccti aPla@sgned asmiherdp awi t h Gal &
tions, to include baking and decorating, gal
TWO Gala Committee meetings scheduled in Jan
the clubhouse. These meetings wil/ hel p us o
successful gal a!

* Back by popul ar demand: Wednesday Trivia N
ary 14-t9hp n6.
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Freeze Your Bucc Off! 2025

For well over a decade now the SMSA Bucca
water in December to close out the vyeGae I
not sure y®tdefbiuni tigely a style).

Over the | ast fewopemed twhrdésienvielhnarmtto & cr
By which wéeyomeangot sails right? Si xt eel
this December on what tur
S

ned out to be a
temps in #6s8 Iwiwid gust i nto the mid tee
stil | |l i quid in most of the area.

The regatta is designed for maxi /! St
We know December sailing is <c¢chal 4 ng
fast Sso racing begins and ends /i e d
down ti me. Race 1 starts at gliaJ:) a t he
Racoeends at the bar, no ti w a ‘WmSOn
Starts after 3pm so everyone can ack
my-Navy game. Fun from the gonanec  — y
The first race of the series begi

RC sighting the |l ine and soundi ng

t he-Dobck behind the labboesway 1 ¢
gt o the river where the finish 1ir

L st ation just outside of the creek
start and finish in separate pl a

kKknow. Today it was a reaching ra
-another most of the way, as the st

for 16 boat s, and the narrow satr.i

give much room for maneuvering. The wind

Continued on page 14
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Continued from page 13

from cl ose hauled to beam reaches. | nc h e
and pulling ahead or being | eft behi nd.
boats al l create narrow channels and vort

tunity to break free or be stuck.

Clarke McKinney & Scott Patterson
ead with a great start off the |

I

the way, giving up the | ead just
by tARachel Gnesearch vessel. The
i ng up that easily though, and to
| ane by sailing tightly against
. channel somehow avoiding the wind
r facility docks, then maxing out
"beam reach to the finish |line se:

race on this day.

Races4 2wer e short course dAwewdmnadd wi ndwar

style races si@mitgpital SMBAr sd. i ra
Each | asting about 30 mi nut es : ddi
some very <cool water splashing 0 .

conditions in the river as the Wer e

mo st of the afterdoambcwist have 5
over 9 knots of windspeesimok &/t ¢

fleet in races 2 and 3 wWiSumerhi & . ho
i@®.Super Sonic is a Nacra FRsl7besd n t|
fitting out for an Everglades Chall enge r
really great to see him out making it wor
h & I be hardadt awirhilssn,g It o bet it wildl be t
solo sailing at 20+ knots across the riwv
Kil bourne won race 4 putting it all toget
when you simply sail smoothly (and faster
| diobnknow how busy the RC was pour
day, but I know our boat definitel
race 5 to recharge. My feet were
my waterproof socks at home and |
member where this regatta got I ts
*chocol ate ready for racers. Prepa

-~ and Cora Yurko for making that hap

Continued on page 15
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Continued from page 14

Race 5 ilsastthtmadé&i a r eal uni gue ¢
of ficial start of the race i s v
from all other racing for the da
er you are when you turn in, and
at SMSA, where you have to place
"competitors. Senaddmshe Gawecret ir

~from other racing for the day, t
I

of t he window. You st I need t
the road and avoid collisions, b
mar ks to honor, no rul e 42,
n.&® htrea&dlitrgaaem make or break i
e prize for the day and many /E
wn the road, from the neighbo

ews can get a foot ashore to,
ed as | everage to &®@mewi nmer AoHR

oewas John Herbig & Aaron Shif
cision to turn in after race 27

I s eaverall wi nner of Freeze Your Bucc
me and kept -wacmatciNowdhet exci ted to pa:
r award over to Nolan Wi ngate and Bi l

wWs—VLW—TSTH oS cCco0oQTo0 S
CO®TOO0T ®OY®W O IFTW®O

owed us that being fast I s good, but be
n and Bi | | were never first across the
re at the top and kept it together sail
't they wil!/| h ' re

—Ag—h+wrtiotrtyen i n sharpie on an ol d chambet

Weve already scheduled the 2026 Freeze Yo
come joi® defimitely better than watchin

noon.
Continued on page 16
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