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Solomons Christmas Walk  

& Boat Parade 

December 7th @ 5pm 
——————————————————— 

Freeze Your Bucc Off 

December 14th 
——————————————————— 

SMSA Christmas Party 

December 14th @ 5pm 
——————————————————— 

Cruising Meeting 

January 4th @ 9am 
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Sailing, Sunsets, and Year end Transition    

So we have reached the end of the 2019 season, and I must say it ended glorious-
ly with a challenging final race to our Fall Frostbite series.  In total we had 18 
boats sail in the series, and 14 of the 18 participants sailed the final day.  The 
complete results are posted on the web site, but I will mention the top 3 in each 
class:  NonSpin – 1) Pursuit, 2) Bad Cat, and 3) JRay; for the Spin Class:  1) 
Rakali, 2) One Trick Pony, and 3) Cheetah.  The only thing better than the rac-
ing were the post race socials.  It was a great end to the Keelboat season, and I 
hope all are looking forward to the 2020 Spring Series.    
 
For December we have a lot happening at the Club.  The Solomons Christmas 
Walk and our SMSA Open House on Saturday, December 7th.  This is also the night 
of the Solomons Lighted Boat parade.  SMSA members interested in participating 
in the boat parade can find details at the Solomons Business Association web site: 
http://solomonsmaryland.com/.  Our SMSA High School team will have an entry in 
the parade this year!  The SMSA Christmas Party will be the next Saturday, De-
cember 14th..  In January we will have the Annual Club Gala and Awards Dinner on 
January 11th.    

Most importantly, we will have our second Commodore’ Dinner at the club on Fri-
day December 20th.  The theme for this one will once again be Cajun.  We had a 
little miss-communication on the November event so we will take a second try at 
Cajun food.  I hope you can all squeeze this one in to a very busy Holiday season.  
 
At our Annual Members Meeting in November we elected new Club Officers for 
2020 and two new Board Members.  My term is up this year and Marc Briere will 
be the Commodore for 2020.  Also joining the Board is Carl Kemp.  Shawn Stanley 
was elected to another Term on the Board.  The remaining Officers and Directors 
will serve another term.   
 
This is my final Clew article as Commodore.  As I turn over the leadership of the 
club to our new Commodore, Marc Briere, I wish to thank the 2019 Board of Di-
rectors, the Committee Chairs, and the many dozens of volunteers who have sup-
ported me and made my two years as Commodore a great experience. It has been 
an honor and most gratifying to me to have served with so many dedicated volun-
teers. Thank you all for your support.  We have begun the transition to the new 
team, and we will do the official turnover and transfer of flags at our Gala on Jan-
uary 11th.   
 
I hope you all had a nice Thanksgiving and enjoy the Christmas holiday season 
and even manage to get out on the water for a late season sail.   

Commodore’s Corner 
By Jim Whited 

commodore@smsa.com 

 

http://solomonsmaryland.com/
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YEARBOOK VOLUNTEERS WANTEDYEARBOOK VOLUNTEERS WANTED  

The SMSA Yearbook needs a volunteer to help recruit advertisers. Most are repeat 
businesses, so it's reminding them of the opportunity and sending out a letter or 
two, or email. Typically the Yearbook pays for itself so the job is not that difficult. 
 
Also for the Yearbook we need an Editor to gather the articles, organize the con-
tent and coordinate the job with our printer. Printing Press has done an outstand-
ing job each year so again not that difficult. 
 
Consider stepping up.  Patty and Rich Kimmel will be around to assist you. 

SMSA Members, 

 

A VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY IS JUST YOUR 

CHANCE TO MAKE A POSITIVE DIFFERENCE AT 

SMSA! 

 

Our Communications Chair, Patty Kimmel is stepping down at the end of this month.  

Our most urgent need is for someone to help with the yearbook, coordinating the con-

tent with our printer as well as getting businesses to advertise.  We can break this into 

2 parts, so if you’re really good with getting businesses to advertise or getting current 

advertisers to repeat their support (we have a list from last year) or are good assisting 

the printer with the layouts and sending them the updated write-ups (provided by the 

various chairs), please contact myself (rearcommodore@smsa.com) or Patty Kimmel 

(communications@smsa.com) immediately. 

 

John Blaney our new Facilities Chair is looking for volunteers to help with the planning 

and execution of converting our Social Room into a Warming Kitchen.  This effort is 

planned for 2020 but we need help now to get all the plans and cost estimates com-

pleted.  For more information please contact John (facility@smsa.com). 

 

Thanks to those of you who have already volunteered, your service is greatly appreci-

ated. 

Immediate Needs: 

Communications Communications Chair (current term ending Dec 2019) 

Bar • Meet Alcohol deliveries once a month on either Wed, Thurs or Fri 

Treasurer 
• Various.  Everything from data entry to filing, inventory to stuffing 

envelopes.  Near term help needed with merchandise pre-orders sort-

New items are in bold text 



The Clew, DECEMBER 2019 Page 4 www.smsa.com 

 

THE SOCIAL SCENE 
WITH GRANT & KEEN 
Cori Grant & Jody Keen, Co-Chairs 

social@smsa.com 

Welcome to Marc Briere as our new Commodore!  He officially takes the helm Janu-
ary first.   
 
This month, December, we have the Annual Christmas walk and Boat Parade on 
Saturday, December 7th.  Once again, the club will host an open house.  We will 
have hot cider and cookies as well as the boat pool set up in the back room. Come 
out for the fun and to cheer on our junior sailors while they compete for best boat 
in the parade. (Note: The Christmas walk is only on Saturday this year) 
 
The following Saturday, December 14th, is the club's annual Christmas Party and 
dinner at the club.  The social committee will provide turkey and ham.  We do re-
quest that you bring a side dish.   Please join us to celebrate the holiday and enjoy 
the club's festive look. 
 
SAVE THE DATE!  Saturday, January 11th, The Annual Gala and Awards Banquet 
at Old Breton Inn.   Look for your invitation in the mail. 

KEEL 

BOAT 

RACING 

Hawk Caldwell 

Keelboat Race Chair 

keelboatrace@smsa.com 

Hello Racers, 
 
November is now behind us and I can now say that the season has come to an end for keel 
boat racing. It's now time to put the boats away and start work on all the things that need 
to be done! 
 
As normal our Fall Frostbite series seems to be very well attended having 12 boats com-
peting in the non-spin class and 5 boats competing in the spin class. At the time of this 
writing there is a 3 way tie for first place in the non-spin class and I can't wait to see how it 
all unfolds! 
 
Thank you for all participating in this years races, I truly hope that you all found something 
that you enjoyed in our program! Enjoy your winter break from racing and I look forward 
to seeing you back out on the water for Spring Frostbites! 
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Carl Kemp 

Cruising Chair 

cruise@smsa.com 

2019 was another very busy year for SMSA cruisers. There were thirteen cruises ranging 
from two to eight days that covered the bay from top, Chestertown and Baltimore, to bot-
tom, Cape Charles. Our longest cruise was to Cape Charles and the southern bay. A total 
of 17 boats received cruise points. Patty K Too (Rich Freeman and Patty Kimmel) had 70 
points and won the Cruiser of the Year Award. Four other boats boats, Safina (Dennis and 
Carolyn Chandler), Serenity (Carl and Martha Kemp), Kalypso (Fred Siessinger), and 
Ruste Nayle (Rod and Pat Schroeder) had over 35 points which qualifies them for a Cruis-
ing High Point Awards. All awards will be handed out at the SMSA Gala on January 11. 
 
If you have not already done so, please let me know if you have accumulated 1,000 miles 
or more on your boat in 2019 and are eligible for a One Thousand Mile Cruising Award. 
I am also still looking for candidates for the Distinguished Cruising – Joseph T. 
McGrath Trophy award. See the November Clew or the 2019 SMSA Yearbook for award 
details and email me at cruise@smsa.com. 
 
Don't forget, the 2019 Cruise Planning Meeting is scheduled for Saturday, January 4, 
beginning at 10:00 AM at the SMSA clubhouse. A light breakfast will be provided at 9:30 
AM. Please let me know if you plan to attend and if there are any destinations you would 
like considered for next year. 
 

Think Cruising! 

CRUISERS 

CORNER 

mailto:cruise@smsa.com
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Halloween Happy Hour Raft-Up 
Jerry & Donna Taylor 
 
The Halloween Raft-up was held on October 26 and 27 with beautiful weather. 
 
Sabrena (Todd & Jen Porter) were the first to arrive and anchored out. Tanqueray IV (Lloyd 
& Barbara Conley) were next and formed a raft off the pier with everyone coming aboard to 
check out the newest Tanqueray. Thisilldous (John & Joan Blaney) arrived next with Elliott & 
Alexa Peterson on board. Carl & Martha Kemp, Serenity – cracked keel, Dennis Chandler, 
Safina – winterized, and Donna Maneely, Lickety-Split - on the hard, all arrived by car. The 
grand entrance was when Fred Siesseger arrived on T/T Kalypso in full centurion gear and 
music for the period. We gathered on the end of our 
pier with lots of great food along with some very fresh oysters. Most left around sunset, except 
Sabrena who spent the night at anchor. No Sched… left her anchor light on to 
accumulate cruise points. 
 
Sunday brought rain and wind with Sabrena departing around 08:00. This event marks the 
end of another great cruising season!! 
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SMALL-

BOAT 

RACING 

Dan Bowman 

Smallboat Race Chair 

smallboatrace@smsa.com 

The 2020 Smalboat planning meeting was attended by 12 members and was very 
productive.  Topics are listed below with some decisions made by vote and other left 
for a future survey.  This is a heavy article for Smallboat but as we make changes, it 
will become transparent.  The proposed racing schedule is on the club calendar. 
 
Facilities: 
• Discussed pulling ladders for cleaning in spring; must remain in place during 

winter for safety. 
• Recommend to BoD to alter C420 use policy to overlap with the start of the 

Smallboat season. 
• High School Sailing: 

• In spring and fall, adult Smallboat competitors are encouraged to come out on 
Club 420’s to give the High School team more boats to practice against. 

• Social: 

• Discussed the need for bartenders and after race snacks.  Weekend events 
must be planned 1 month in advance.  Thursdays are possible but only if 
enough competitors attend.  Food?  (survey). 

 
Fees: 
• No additional fees for Saturday racing, add an additional non-member event fee 

of $10/day. 
• Racing: 

• Eliminate September Thursday Night Racing due to low attendance and early 
sunset (survey)? 

• All Invitational and above level events must be run by experienced members 
with PRO level skills. 

• Begin planning for emptying yard and all slips for 2020 BNAC; Sept 29 – Oct 4. 
 
RC Duties: 
• Frequently communicate to volunteers that it is acceptable to park the RC Sig-

nal boat at the SMSA T-dock if they feel they lack the experience to dock at the 
Zahniser’s slip. 

• In 2019 we failed to staff some events, need more RC to improve safety, and 
yard maintenance work outstripped volunteering.  A motion will be sent to the 
BoD; in 2020 all members with boats in the yard must participate in either yard 
clean up or RC duties and work 2 days per year. 

• Do we want to provide a buy-out option ($75/day proposed fee) for those that 
cannot participate? 

• Sign-up sheet will be published in early February, members not signed up by 
the end of March will be signed up by the Smallboat Chair.  Members will be re-
sponsible attending yard days, staffing RC events and if necessary, swapping 
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out duty dates or finding suitable replacements. 
• Find out skill levels of members and offer assistance in gaining skills (survey). 
  - Running each of the boats.  Setting a race course.  Running a race. 
  - Basic emergency preparedness, weather monitoring, and when to call an 
    end to racing. 
 
Day Sailors: 
• Communicate more with non-racing members and how we can improve their ex-

perience. 
 
Recruiting: 
• Each member must take it as their responsibility to recruit; friends, co-workers, 

neighbours, and peers from other activities are each a good pool of known per-
sons. 

• Open House Day in June (Smallboat & Keelboat) for new/interested members, 
and prospective members out. 

  - 20 minute fun sail’s; provide towing in/out harbour if wind is low. 
  - 1 race for the day. 
  - Have RC Signal boat out as a home base for spectators. 
  - Shore / club social, grill, bar, etc. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

FOR SALE: 1986 Nelson/Marek 
Merit 28 Safe, Fast, Fun, & 
Ready to Race. Grand prix deck 
w/open transom. Includes trailer 
but will sell separately. $20K 
Contact Elliott Peterson 443-624
-8662 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR SALE: SHERMAX, 1981 Catalina 
30 #2276 is a classic family cruiser/
racer designed by Catalina Yachts 
owner Frank Butler in 1974. Stable, 
safe, friendly sailboat for any coastal/
inland sea. Cruised extensively in 
Chesapeake Bay and raced in Wednes-
day night beer can series with South-
ern Maryland Sailing Assn. Asking 
$14,000.  Contact Max Munger 
(maxmunger@verizon.net) 410-326-
9024 

 

FOR SALE: LICKETY-SPLIT, 1980 
Pearson 32. Well maintained 
performance racer-cruiser, in 
very good condition, actively 
raced and cruised in Chesapeake 
Bay by same owner for 35 yrs, 
racing PHRF rating 168. Rebuilt 
engine and new interior cush-
ions.  Comes with a treasure of 
sails, dinghy, bimini and many 
extras. Asking $14,000.   
Contact Donna Maneely 
dsmaneely@verizon.net  
301-863-2231.  
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 Upcoming Events For all SMSA events see our Website 
https://www.smsa.com/calendar.php  

Date Subject Time 

Friday, December 6   Friday Happy Hour  5:30pm  

Saturday, December 7   Christmas Walk/Open House/Boat Parade  5:00pm  

Monday, December 9   Board of Directors Meeting  7:00pm  

Friday, December 13   Friday Happy Hour  5:30pm  

Saturday, December 14   Freeze Your Bucc Off   

Saturday, December 14   SMSA Christmas Party 5:00pm 

Friday, December 20   Friday Happy Hour & Commodore's Dinner  5:30pm  

Friday, December 27   Friday Happy Hour  5:30pm  

Friday, January 3, 2020   Friday Happy Hour  5:30pm  

Saturday, January 4, 2020   Cruising Meeting  9:00am  

Monday, January 6, 2020   Board of Directors Meeting  7:00pm  

Friday, January 10, 2020   Friday Happy Hour  5:30pm  

Saturday, January 11, 2020   SMSA Gala  5:30pm  

Friday, January 17, 2020   Friday Happy Hour & Commodore's Dinner  5:30pm  

Friday, January 24, 2020   Friday Happy Hour  5:30pm  

Friday, January 31, 2020   Friday Happy Hour  5:30pm  

https://www.smsa.com/calendar.php
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