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The Clew
SMSA Annual Meeting!!!
November 2nd @ 9am
———————————————————

Fall Frostbites
November 3rd, 10th, 17th & 24th
———————————————————

Smallboat Meeting
November 14th @ 6:30pm
———————————————————

Commodore’s Corner
By Jim Whited
commodore@smsa.com

SMSA Annual Meeting and Potluck Brunch Saturday, November 2, 2019
As the 2019 sailing season nears an end, it is time to look back and prepare for next season.
The Annual Meeting is a great time to hear about our accomplishments this year and chose
the team for next year. The clubhouse doors will open at 9:00 AM with the traditional mimosas and bloody marys. The Potluck Brunch will begin at 9:30. If you have not already mailed
your election ballot, please bring your vote to be counted by the Tally committee.

October was another memorable month for sailing and socializing. The official Keelboat season wrapped up with the Hooper/Point No Point and Fall Invitational, and the Cruise Program
ended with the Cambridge cruise and Halloween raft-up. The weather for both programs was
again very mixed. The Chili Cook Off and Oyster scald following the Fall Invitational was
great given the very challenging sailing conditions . While Cheetah was not out for the Fall
Invitational, they did bring a winning entry to the Chilli Cook Off. Not to be left out, the Buccaneer Fleet hosted their annual Bucctoberfest, a fun event that includes an unusual scoring
system.
While the formal sailing season may have come to an end, we still have the “Social Sailing”
season. The Sunday Frostbite season begins on November 3rd. These Sunday afternoon sailing events are followed up with a social at the club. The Frostbite races are intended to be
fun events and are open to all SMSA members. Even if you don’t participate in the races I
would encourage our members to go sailing in the river and then meet up with us at the club
for a post-race social. It is a great way to spend a Sunday afternoon. If you would like to
race but do not have a PHRF rating, we will assign a provisional rating. SMSA is registered as
a PHRF fleet (Southern Maryland PHRF) so we can assign PHRF ratings to member boats without going thru the CB PHRF org. Please send your request to the Vice Commodore
(vicecommodore@smsa.com).
November also is the beginning of our Commodore Dinner socials. These are special Happy
Hour socials held once a month during the non-sailing season. The Commodore announces a
theme for the month and members are invited to prepare a pot-luck dish with that theme for
a special Friday Night Happy Hour. For this month the dinner will be on November 15th, and
the theme will be “New Orleans/Cajun”. So, I invite you all to think of your favorite Cajun
dish.
For December, please mark your calendars for the Solomons Christmas Walk and our SMSA
Open House on Saturday, December 7th. This is also the night of the Solomons Lighted Boat
parade. SMSA members interested in participating in the boat parade can find details at the
Solomons Business Association web site: http://solomonsmaryland.com/ . The SMSA Christmas Party will be the next Saturday, December 14th.
As always, I hope you have time to slow down and go sailing!
Jim Whited
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SMSA Members,
WELCOME OUR NEWEST VOLUNTEERS!
Effective immediately John Blaney is assuming the position of SMSA Facility Chair and beginning in January 2020 Jim and Barb Whited will assume the position of Bar Managers. The
next time you see these folks around the club please thank them for stepping up to fill these
key positions.
Our Communications Chair position will be vacant in less than 2 months. We need your help
so step up to the plate. It does not mean you have to do all the work. It means understanding what needs to be done and in most cases delegating to our group of volunteers.
We have lots of talented members at SMSA with a wide variety of skillsets. Please consider
using your talents to help keep our club running smoothly.
NO EXCUSES, pick up the phone or send me an email (rearcommodore@smsa.com) and I’ll
get you connected. Let’s give our overworked volunteers a break.

Immediate Needs:
Communications

Communications Chair (current term ending Dec 2019)
• Meet Alcohol deliveries once a month on either Wed, Thurs or Fri

Bar

• Volunteer Bartenders

Keelboat

• Race Committee for Weekend races
• Various. Everything from data entry to filing, inventory to stuffing

Treasurer

envelopes. Near term help needed with merchandise pre-orders sorting mid-June.

YEARBOOK VOLUNTEERS WANTED
The SMSA Yearbook needs a volunteer to help recruit advertisers. Most are repeat
businesses, so it's reminding them of the opportunity and sending out a letter or
two, or email. Typically the Yearbook pays for itself so the job is not that difficult.
Also for the Yearbook we need an Editor to gather the articles, organize the content and coordinate the job with our printer. Printing Press has done an outstanding job each year so again not that difficult.
Consider stepping up. Patty and Rich Kimmel will be around to assist you.
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THE SOCIAL SCENE
WITH GRANT & KEEN
Cori Grant & Jody Keen, Co-Chairs
social@smsa.com
The month of October was fairly busy at the club. We had our annual Chili cookoff and
oyster scald on Sunday, October 20th. Although not a record crowd, we had quite a few
members and some excellent chili! Bragging rights go to team Cheetah! The following Friday we had the first Commodore's dinner and Octoberfest. The theme was German food
and there was plenty to go around, it was great to see so many at the club!
November 2nd, is the annual meeting potluck breakfast.

KEEL
BOAT
RACING

We hope to see you there!

Hawk Caldwell
Keelboat Race Chair

keelboatrace@smsa.com

Hello Racers,
Hope you all have had a great October and starting to plan your winter work list because
we all have one! Before you get to involved with your over winter work list or just put the
boat up for winter we hope to see you out for our last events of the year, Fall Frostbites!
Remember we are still carrying a spin class as well as the standard non-spin class. Races
start the first weekend in November!
We had our last two formal races on the 19th and 20th of October. The Hooper Island/Pt
No Pt race was our most well attended distance race this year with 6 boats on the starting
line. Sunday October 20th was a little less attend, but 5 boats were crazy enough to go out
in the driving rain and 20+ kts of wind. A huge thank you goes out to Lowell Martin and his
crew for starting us for the Hooper Island distance race and to John McKinney his crew and
Polly for their support in the nasty rain and intense wind! Congrats to all the boats that
participated in the weekend events and hope that you all enjoyed the time you spent on
the water!
Lastly, we are already starting to work on next year’s schedule and there will be some
changes to some of the race dates as we work with other organizations around the bay. If
you have any suggestions for next year's racing program please reach out us and let us
know!
Cheers!
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“I can’t control the wind,
but I can adjust the sail.”
-Ricky Scaggs

Fall Invitational 2019
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Carl Kemp
Cruising Chair
cruise@smsa.com

CRUISERS
CORNER

With the Halloween Happy Hour Raft-Up, our last cruise of 2019, over, it's time to start
planning for 2020. The 2019 Cruise Planning Meeting is scheduled for Saturday, January 4, beginning at 10:00 AM in the SMSA Clubhouse. A light breakfast will be served at
9:30 AM. Please let me know if you plan to attend so I can have enough coffee and treats
available. Also, please identify any destinations you would like considered in 2020.
Please let me know if your boat is eligible for a One Thousand Mile Cruising Award given out at the Awards Banquet in January. This award is given to the owner of a boat that
cruised 1,000 or more miles during the 2019 season on their own boat.
The Distinguished Cruising – Joseph T. McGrath Trophy, awarded each year, is a perpetual slate ice bucket presented to the owner of the yacht displaying the SMSA burgee in
the widest area while cruising on their own yacht during the season. If you want to be considered for the 2019 award, please email me destinations and dates visited this year at
cruise@smsa.com.
Think Cruising!

Where the Wind Blows - September 21 - 22
Fred Siesseger
Following a full summer cruising schedule, participation in the first raftup of the Fall season
was limited by a litany of good excuses, such as leaking transmissions and cracking keels.
However, Kalypso (Siesseger), Safins (Chandler), and Walkabout (Zonderman), took
full advantage of a beautiful weekend to sail up river into St. Leonard Creek. A boisterous
Happy Hour on Kalypso maintained the best cruising traditions, ending only when dinghy
lights were required. Returning to home port on Sunday afternoon, cruisers began planning
for more adventurous trips to Baltimore and Cambridge in October.
Baltimore Cruise - September 29 - October 3
Fred Siesseger
Sailing conditions out of Solomons were perfect, with a brisk northerly breeze at 20
9knots, unless your destination was the West River before dark. Regardless, the captains
of Kalypso (Siesseger) , Patty K Too (Freeman & Kimmel), and Safina (Chandler) hoisted sail and refused to fire up iron gennys until it was clear they would otherwise miss happy hour. Arriving at anchorage just before sunset, the crews met on Kalypso, sharing libations, hors d'oeuvres, and apocryphal stories about tacking past a fleet of large Jboats running up the Bay.
The Clew, NOVEMBER 2019

Page 6

www.smsa.com

Weighing anchor early the next morning, the fleet sailed up the Craighill channel to Baltimore at hull speed with wind of 15-20 knots ESE. Progress was halted temporarily at the
Francis Scott Key bridge when discretion dictated that two cargo ships should take priority
in the channel.
Soon after tying up at the centrally located and recently renovated Harbor East Marina, the
crews met under the lighted tent on the "party pad" dock for happy hour, followed by dinner
at the nearby Lebanese Taverna. The cruise leader, who booked reservations under a famous Lebanese surname, took some credit for the excellent service and the chef's complimentary offering of delicious desserts.
Touring Charm City's many inner harbor attractions, including obligatory trips to West Marine, filled the following two-day's schedule. Convivial dinners at the Four Seasons Hotel's
Loch Bar and Chapparellis in Little Italy featured on the evening agenda. On the last day,
the group was joined by Carl and Martha Kemp who drove to Baltimore since Serenity suffers from a cracked keel, and of course they couldn't miss attending the Nationals' victorious wild card game the previous evening.
Originally scheduled to overnight in the Rhode River on the return trip, the cruisers decided
instead to go all the way to home port since sailing conditions were so great. Once clear of
the Craighill channel, sails were set in an easterly wind of 12-17 knots and cruisers were in
their Solomons slips in less than 10 hours at an average speed of 7 knots.
Footnote: Baltimore's moniker—Charm City—resulted from the city's program to sell very
expensive charm bracelets to tourists in the 1970s to promote Inner Harbor redevelopment
(from empty Bethlehem Steel warehouses). Tourists were supposed to buy unique charms
at each of the many museum gift shops. Few were sold, and the program ended. Originally
a derisive term for this bracelet boondoggle, Charm City has a new meaning today. The Inner Harbor has become one of the most impressive waterfront redevelopment projects in
the world and arguably the most charming destination on the SMSA cruiser's calendar.
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Mixed Couples Race/Battle Creek Cruise
Robin Witte
Unlike years past this year’s Mixed Couples Race/Battle Creek Cruise was lightly attended, but
that didn’t stop everyone from having a great time. For a change we had some wind which was
blowing out of the north between 8-12 mph making for a very nice sail up to Battle Creek.
Our Cruise Leaders Carl and Martha Kemp were there to host the festivities but unfortunately,
they had to depart early as they noticed their bilge pump working a little too often and headed
back to Zanhisers Marina. Good thing too since they had a nice crack in the hull, so Serenity is
currently on the hard awaiting repairs.
Dave and Jacki Meiser brought their boat Right Shift to serve as the anchor boat for the event
as well as hosting the “drive-in movie” for the evening, The Greatest Showman. Henry J
brought up the Meiser’s skiff and did a yeoman’s job shuttling folks to/from the shore. Other’s
coming out to the raft-up included Jerry Taylor (No Sched), Jim and Jody Keen (Hellcat), Larry
and Rose Ray (Iretsu), Shawn and Laura Stanley (Twice Around), and Mark and Robin Witte
(Rakali). But one didn’t have to have a boat to enjoy the fun. Marianna and William Rutherford, Laura and Jim Van Dien, and Scotty and Lynn Roland (who paddle boarded out to the raft
up from the McDougal’s) joined in the fun, too.
Everyone celebrated the beautiful day, nice breeze, comfortable temperatures and our love for
the water. By days end, Happy Hour was occurring across the flotilla and even some of the racers had barbeque grills onboard to prepare the evening meal. A great day to relax and enjoy
our friendships. So, if you missed this year’s fun, mark your calendars for 2020 as this event
won’t disappoint.

CLASSIFIED ADS
FOR SALE: 1986 Nelson/Marek
Merit 28 Safe, Fast, Fun, &
Ready to Race. Grand prix deck
w/open transom. Includes trailer
but will sell separately. $20K
Contact Elliott Peterson 443-624
-8662

FOR SALE: SHERMAX, 1981 Catalina
30 #2276 is a classic family cruiser/
racer designed by Catalina Yachts
owner Frank Butler in 1974. Stable,
safe, friendly sailboat for any coastal/
inland sea. Cruised extensively in
Chesapeake Bay and raced in Wednesday night beer can series with Southern Maryland Sailing Assn. Asking
$14,000. Contact Max Munger
(maxmunger@verizon.net) 410-3269024

FOR SALE: LICKETY-SPLIT, 1980
Pearson 32. Well maintained
performance racer-cruiser, in
very good condition, actively
raced and cruised in Chesapeake
Bay by same owner for 35 yrs,
racing PHRF rating 168. Rebuilt
engine and new interior cushions. Comes with a treasure of
sails, dinghy, bimini and many
extras. Asking $14,000.
Contact Donna Maneely
dsmaneely@verizon.net
301-863-2231.
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Todd & Jennifer Porter

HAPPY
HOUR

Bar Managers
barmanager@smsa.com

Although Jennifer and I are stepping down as SMSA Bar Mangers 31 October, we look forward for continuing comradery with fellow SMSA members as the sailing season winds
down! Many thanks to all the volunteers the past several years for helping tend bar and
receiving bar orders. Without you, the SMSA Barnacle Bar would not exist. For the rest,
thank you for supporting the bar and staying thirsty!
The Barnacle Bar has new bartenders! Please stop by and say hi. Our new bartenders are
a huge help, but there are still volunteer bartending opportunities as well. Bartending is a
great way to meet club membership and socialize! If you wish to sign-up, check out
https://www.smsa.com/BarSchedule.php!
There are many social events ramping-up this fall; stay tuned for an Octoberfest event coordinated by the Social Committee!
If you have a specific mixology that you enjoy and wish to add to the Boat Name Drink inventory, let one of the bartenders know! One dollar off a Boat Name drink if wearing boat
apparel adorned with your boat’s name at the Barnacle Bar!
As reminder, please don’t bring your own alcohol into the bar and alcohol purchased
must be consumed on the premises. This ensures SMSA retains its liquor license.
A Techniques in Alcohol Management (TAM) must be on SMSA’s premises to serve alcohol. The TAM listed is posted in the bar.
Next time at the SMSA bar, please check with the bartender to see if you still have a
tab. If you have an outstanding tab, please pay-up and close-out. Credit cards are
accepted.
For any feedback, comments or questions, please me know. The Barnacle Bar is here for
you!
Stay Thirsty my friends!
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SMALLBOAT
RACING

Dan Bowman
Smallboat Race Chair
smallboatrace@smsa.com

Dates for the 2020 Smallboat planning meeting have been sent out. Please plan to attend as
the fleet attendance struggled this season and suggestions for changes are being solicited to
improve events and timing for everyone.
Upcoming events:
Freeze Your Bucc Off on December 14.
Events:
The Buccaneer 18 fleet attended events at Western Caroline Sailing Club and Arizona
Yacht Club, see the results below. SMSA hosted the annual Bucctoberfest
Western Carolina Sailing Club 2019 Hospice Regatta
www.wcsc-sailing.org
Arizona Yacht Club 2019 Bucc18 North American Championship
www.arizonayachtclub.org/bucc-nationals
See you at the club and on the water.
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Upcoming Events
Date

For all SMSA events see our Website
https://www.smsa.com/calendar.php

Subject

Time

Friday, November 1

Friday Happy Hour

5:30pm

Saturday, November 2

SMSA Annual Meeting

9:00am

Sunday, November 3

Fall Frostbite

1:00pm

Friday, November 8

Friday Happy Hour

5:30pm

Sunday, November 10

Fall Frostbite

1:00pm

Thursday, November 14

Smallboat Meeting

6:30pm

Friday, November 15

Friday Happy Hour

5:30pm

Saturday, November 16

BOD Meeting & Planning Meeting

9:30am

Sunday, November 17

Fall Frostbite

1:00pm

Friday, November 22

Friday Happy Hour

5:30pm

Sunday, November 24

Fall Frostbite

1:00pm

Friday, November 29

Friday Happy Hour

5:30pm

Friday, December 6

Christmas Walk/Open House

5:00pm

Saturday, December 7

Boat Parade - Open House

5:00pm

Monday, December 9

Board of Directors Meeting

7:00pm

Friday, December 13

Friday Happy Hour

5:30pm

Saturday, December 14

Freeze Your Bucc Off

Saturday, December 14

SMSA Christmas Party

5:00pm

Friday, December 20

Friday Happy Hour

5:30pm

Friday, December 27

Friday Happy Hour

5:30pm
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