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The Commodore’s Corner
By Jim Keen
commodore@smsa.com

COMMODORE’S MESSAGE JANUARY 2016
The day before our Annual Membership meeting this past November, LG Raley phoned to ask me if I’d be OK if he and
others would submit my name as a write-in for Commodore at the next day’s election. Later that evening, I called LG
back to say that if elected, I’d be happy and honored to serve. So, here I am writing my first CLEW article as your new
Commodore.
Thank you all for the support and encouragement that I’ve received since that rather interesting recruitment.
First, I’d like to thank our outgoing Commodore, Tim Flaherty, for his steady hand and strong leadership over the past
two years. SMSA has continued to grow and prosper under Tim’s stewardship. Happily, we won’t be losing Tim’s
energy as he has agreed to remain with the leadership team as our Membership Chair. Thank you Tim!
My thanks also to the other Officers, Directors, Chairs, and many volunteers who have given their time and energy to
execute the 2015 program. Those leaving the leadership team include Ed Sierra (Vice), Jimmy Yurko (Rear), Rod
Schroeder (Cruise), Nichole Doub (Membership), Megan Hildenberger (Communications), and LG Raley (Director).
All deserve a huge vote of thanks for untiring efforts in their respective roles.
And, I’d like to add a special thanks to LG for his loyal dedication and leadership while serving three consecutive threeyear terms as the senior member of our Board of Directors, (2007-2015).
Also, please join me in welcoming new (and/or) returning members to the BOD… Robert Herbig (Rear), Cristin
Schiffer (Secretary), Shawn Stanley (Director), Jerry Taylor (Cruise), and Jody Keen (Social). Other members
assuming new duties include Jim Whited (Vice), Kristi Yurko (Treasurer), and Current CLEW editor, Larry Mattivi,
who will be picking up Communications. Thank you all.
Although most of us have our boats put away for the winter, there is still a lot going on at SMSA. Please join us at the
2015 Awards Banquet on 6 February at the Hilton Garden Inn, Solomons.
Also, my first time to host the Commodore’s Potluck Dinner is on 22 January. As I grew up in Kansas City, and also
lived in Texas for a while, I have chosen BBQ as my first theme. (North Carolina BBQ also welcome, btw.) Of course,
Friday Happy Hours continue weekly at SMSA.
I’ve been a member of SMSA since 1978 when , as a new boat owner, I found myself hanging out with a bunch of
rowdy sailors who used to rendezvous most Sunday afternoons at the waterside home of the late Tom and Jo Anne
Ostertag on Cuckhold Creek. As many old timers remember, that was the EOPG… or, “End of the Pier Gang”. As I
look around at the club today, I see more than a few adult members who were young kids back in those EOPG days,
swimming and playing in dinghies off the Ostertags’ and LG and Merrie Ruth Raleys’ piers on those Sunday
afternoons.
(cont)

A lot has changed since those early days… two club houses since, large membership increase, significantly expanded programs. But the constants remain… sailor camaraderie, unselfish volunteerism, and the love of sailing.
Thank you ALL for being a part of it.
I am very much looking forward to my term as Commodore.
Jim Keen
SMSA Commodore
.

Cruising Corner
No cruise activity to report on this month except to hope that you all got some new
cruising toys for Christmas. We have a few cruisers who have gone south for the
winter, and I encourage them to consider writing up an article for the Feb Clew
about your adventures (or misadventures). Just send your articles and pictures
directly to clew@smsa.com by 20 Jan to meet the next deadline. Enjoy the rest of
the winter, and thanks again to Jerry Taylor (Piper) for taking over the duties as
Cruise Chairman going forward from now.

Rod Schroeder
January2016
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2015 Annual Banquet
Saturday, February 6th, 2016
Hilton Garden Inn, Solomons, MD

5:30 PM Cocktail Hour
6:30 PM Dinner
Reservations Necessary, R.S.V.P.
by January 19th
at www.smsa.com or via email
to social@smsa.com

Featuring Live Music by Coastline!

Questions? Email social@smsa.com

Your Invitations are in the mail! If you haven't received your invitation, you can still view
the information and RSVP with payment by going online at www.smsa.com. We hope to see
you there! The invitations could not have gone out without the help of the following
folks: Mackenzie Karn, Barbara Whited, Lynn Roland, Kristi Decker, Robert Herbig,
Betsy Dodge, Annabelle Yurko, and Kristi Yurko.
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SMSA
CALENDAR
January 2016 —
February 2016
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