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COMMODORE’S MESSAGE
MARCH 2015

OK, who’s ready
for winter to be over?

The Commodore’s Corner
By Tim Flaherty
commodore@smsa.com

February has turned out to be rather brutal in Solomons, but SMSA has had some
really good events like W.A.R.M., and racing and safe boating seminars to keep
our minds off the weather.
Opening Day is now just over one month away! On April 11th we will have our traditional
brunch in the morning followed by our opening ceremony. Plan now to attend. Details will
be forthcoming.
If you haven’t been on any of our standing committees, now is a good time to be an even
bigger part of SMSA. Social, Bar, Membership, Facility and even the race committees can all
use some good worker bees. You’ll meet more people and experience the satisfaction of
taking ownership of your club.
This month our Spring Frostbite Series will run Sundays from March 8th through March
22nd. (The March 1st race was postponed because of continuing ice in the Patuxent River.
We will decide in the future if we will cancel or reschedule this race.) If you are looking for
a boat on which to crew, go to the SMSA.com mainpage and click the yellow box for the
SMSA Yahoo Crew Finder. Skippers may use this resource to find crew, as well.
Speaking of finding crew or a ride, the SpinSheet Solomons Crew Listing Party presented by
Miller Lite is returning to SMSA on Sunday, March 22nd! Newbies are invited to come at
3pm for SpinSheet’s “Start Sailing Now” seminar. The rest of the party starts at 4pm after
the Frostbite race. FREE FOOD!!! What more do you need to know? Hungry or not, it’s a
chance for skippers to find crew, boatless sailors to find rides, and for everyone else to
come by and socialize. Elliott Peterson will again put together a skippers panel that will
meet at 5pm to tell prospective sailors what to expect when crewing. Cruisers and racers,
keelboaters and dinghy sailors are all welcome. Many thanks to both SpinSheet magazine
and Buck Distributing for sponsoring the Crew Listing Party again this year at our clubhouse.
Other events at SMSA in March include the SMSA Birthday Party/Commodore’s Dinner on
Friday March 20th at 7pm, and the Clubhouse Cleanup Day on March 29th.
Before I sign-off for this month, a reminder that we have already been taking registrations
for this summer’s sailing camp for kids. Spots are going fast so if you have a young person
in your life who would like to attend a session or two, NOW is the time to register at
SMSA.com. Look for the green link on the left sidebar.
Thanks need to go to Jolie and several other members who have been babysitting the furnace at the club on those days when our oil tank was getting gummed up. As I
write this, we have had no major disasters with frozen pipes and all of our events
have been nice and toasty!

The Clew, March 2015

Page 2

www.smsa.com

SMSA is once again teaming with SpinSheet Magazine and Miller Lite Beer to bring you the Solomons
Crew Listing Party at the SMSA Clubhouse. This year’s party will take place Sunday, March 22nd.
Starting at 3pm, reps from SpinSheet will be on hand to deliver their famous “Start Sailing Now” seminar.
This is designed for newbies to familiarize them with what’s needed for both cruising and racing and to explain how to become involved. If you have neighbors or friends who have yet to catch the sailing bug, urge
them to come out.
Sometime around 4pm, food will be served. It’s not certain what’s on the menu, but it suffices to say it
should be enough to make a good dinner. At 5pm, Elliot Peterson will moderate a Skippers Panel. The
panel will give tips about finding boats on which to crew, as well as answer questions from the audience.
The SMSA bar will be open at least by 4pm, In time for the arrival of sailors from the Frostbite Series.

The Clew, March 2015

Page 3

www.smsa.com

The Clew, March 2015

Page 4

www.smsa.com

Purple Heart Memorial Freeway
(Southbound) for a Good Time
Megan Hildenberger Communications Chair
Interstate 95 is the perfect semi-straight shot for quickly
getting a boat South for warmer sailing. In the 22-degree
predawn of Jan 28, Mark Witte and I packed the truck and
boat trailer, and left MD for the the VX ONE Winter Series
(#2 in a 3-set midwinter championship), hosted in Sarasota, FL. It's not a far drive to I-95, and it offers entertainment along the way in the form of 'South of the Border,' amusing town names like Coosawatchie, and billboards asking "Who is John Galt?" In just over half a day
it got us to Florida, and we were both eager to shed winter layers by then.
Our path took us off I-95 just after entering the sunshine
state. Along the remainder of the route we found Waldo
(FL), and discovered that US-301 in FL is cruel compared
to the same road in MD, stamped with speed-limit signs
that can't seem to make up their mind every 3 miles. After roughly 17 hours of driving we arrived at the hotel,
happy to lay our cramped and weary bodies down for a
good night's rest.
We let ourselves take our sweet time on Thursday, waking without an alarm, eating a slow breakfast, taking the
boat to the Sarasota Sailing Squadron host, finding a spot
near the rest of the fleet where we could spread out and
assemble Water Rat while greeting and chatting with
other fleet racers.
We were surprised to find that it was 3pm by the time we
had a sail-able vessel, and we ended the day with a pleasant sail to get acquianted with the waters during the hour
of daylight that remained.
Fortunately we were warned by the locals that the red/
green markers just outside the squadron piers marked an
inbound channel; it almost hurt to think of ourselves as
'returning' as we sailed out. The weather was very enjoyable for the three-day regatta: sunny skies, high temperatures in the 70's, and wind building Friday through
Sun from 6 to 10 to 14 Kts.
Despite bringing the wrong kite and wishing we had a 3rd
crew member the last 2 days, we thoroughly enjoyed ourselves and managed to come out in 19th (out of 28).
We were up depressingly early to start the return trip
home, sadly watching as the outside temperature dropped
steadily the further north we went. But the weekend
brought a very welcome relief to the dreary MD winter,
and hopes of returning to Sarasota in March will keep our
spirits up!
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Fleet start featuring SMSA's Water Rat (USA 158)

Practice on
Thursday to
make sure we
remember how
to sail
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VX1s almost ready for a practice sail the day before the Regatta
(Water Rat on right)
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March 1st
FROSTBITE AND
RACING RULES
SEMINAR
POSTPONED!

Racing Rules
Seminar
March 8th
4:00 to 6:30 pm

Topics include:
Mark Roundings,
What to do when boats meet on the course,
Starting Rules,
Finishing Rules, and
Protest Hearings.
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DUE TO
ICE IN THE
PATUXENT RIVER

(after Frostbite
Races)
Have a rules question? Don’t understand a situation
you’ve been in on the race course?
Bring the scenario and we’ll figure it out together.
Come join us and meet some fellow sailors!

Contact our Training Chair at
training@smsa.com with questions.
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2015
CRUISE SCHEDULE

Cruising Corner
Rod Schroeder, SMSA Cruise Chair
cruise@smsa.com
(H) 410-326-0167
(C) 301-752-5515

FINALIZED

Cruisers:
Just a short note this month to let everyone know that the 2015 Cruise Schedule has
been finalized and should now be available to view in the cruise section of the web page
and on the operational schedule.
We still need cruise leaders for most of the events.
Please call or email the Cruise Chairman, Rod Schroeder, at rodschroeder@comcast.net,
or (C) 301-752-5515, to volunteer your service for this worthy activity.
Review the cruise schedule and plan ahead now. Many of our cruises will take us to
popular marinas that fill up quickly during the season; therefore, advanced planning and
reservations are recommended as soon practical.
We will publish marina reservation reminders throughout the season as cruises approach, but don’t wait to lock in your space as you firm up your personal cruise plans.
Rod Schroeder
SMSA Cruise Chairman
cruise@smaa.com
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SMSA CALENDAR
March-April 2015
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Membership Renewal Time!
It’s that time of year again – time
to renew your SMSA membership.
Go online at
www.smsa.com to
renew today!

