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for winter to be over?

February has turned out to be rather brutal in Solomons, but SMSA has had some
really good events like W.A.R.M., and racing and safe boating seminars to keep
our minds off the weather.

Opening Day is now just over one month away! On April 11th we will have our traditional
brunch in the morning followed by our opening ceremony. Plan now to attend. Details will
be forthcoming.

If you havendt been on any of our standing committ e:é
bigger part of SMSA. Social, Bar, Membership, Facility and even the race committees can all

use some good worker bees. Youodll meet more people
taking ownership of your club.

This month our Spring Frostbite Series will run Sundays from March 8th through March

22nd. ( The March 1st race was postponed because of continuing ice in the Patuxent River.

We will decide in the future if we will cancel or reschedule this race.) If you are looking for
a boat on which to crew, go to the SMSA.com mainpage and click the yellow box for the

SMSA Yahoo Crew Finder. Skippers may use this resource to find crew, as well.

Speaking of finding crew or a ride, the SpinSheet Solomons Crew Listing Party presented by

Miller Lite is returning to SMSA on Sunday, March 22nd! Newbies are invited to come at

3pm for SpinSheetdés fAStart Sailing Nowd seminar.
the Frostbite race. FREE FOOD! ! Wh a't more do yol
chance for skippers to find crew, boatless sailors to find rides, and for everyone else to

come by and socialize. Elliott Peterson will again put together a skippers panel that will

meet at 5pm to tell prospective sailors what to expect when crewing. Cruisers and racers,

keelboaters and dinghy sailors are all welcome. Many thanks to both SpinSheet magazine

and Buck Distributing for sponsoring the Crew Listing Party again this year at our clubhouse.

Ot her events at SMSA in March include the SMSA Birt!
Friday March 20th at 7pm, and the Clubhouse Cleanup Day on March 29th.

Before | sign -off for this month, a reminder that we have already been taking registrations

for this summerés sailing camp for Kkids. Spots are
in your life who would like to attend a session or two, NOW is the time to register at

SMSA.com. Look for the green link on the left sidebar.

Thanks need to go to Jolie and several other members who have been babysitting the fur-

nace at the club on those days when our oil tank was getting gummed up. As |

write this, we have had no major disasters with frozen pipes and all of our events ) '
have been nice and toasty! /Mj



HAPPY
BIRTHDAY SMSA!!!

b (O

Join us as we celebrate SMSA's birthday on
March 20th at the Commodore’s dinner.

Cake and Ice Cream will be served
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Third Annual
SPINSHEET CREW LISTING

PARTY

Presented by Miller Lite Beer!!
Sunday, March 22nd

3pm — 6pm at SMSA

Find new people to go sailing with and make new
friends! FREE FOOD provided.
Start Sailing Now seminar at 3pm. Invite your
neighbors. Food starts around 4pm. Skippers Panel
at Spm.

Sponsored by SMSA, SpinSheet and Buck
Distributing (Miller Lite)

SMSA is once again teaming with SpinSheet Magazine and Miller Lite Beer 8olmmgngou t
Crew Listing Party at the SMSA Clubhouse Thi s year s party wi

Starting at 3pm, reps femmSheetvi | | be on han dtart Sailing Hdvi 8 e
This is designed for newbies to familiar
plain how to become involved. If you have neighbors or friends who have yet to catch the

them to come out.

Sometime around 4food will be served |l tés not certain
should be enough to make a good dinner. EliddPeterson will moderate a Skippers Pdiined.
panel will give tips about finding boats on which to crew, as well as answer questions fro

The SMSA bar will be open at least by #ptime for the arrival of sailors from the Frostbite

The Clew, March 2015 Page 3 WWww.smsa.com



J

WE WANT YOU!
AT THE CLUBHOUSE

CLEANUP ON
MARCH 29!

SEE YOU THERE!




\ y N1 NIavin
FEINNOTLVANIA Aléntown
Q

Caon itguch Purple Heart Memorial Freeway

A Harrisburg .
OHIO
NA ", Phiadephis (Southbound) for a Good Time

n Cmcgmali O Interstate 95 is the perfect semi -straight shot for quickly

getting a boat South for warmer sailing. In the 22 -degree
Neet Washingtond fp( AWARE predawn of Jan 28, Mark Witte and | packed the truck and
uivile VIRGINIA boat trailer, and left MD for the the VX ONE Winter Series
0" Leington ‘ N, OSlomons, M) (#2 in a3 -set midwinter championship), hosted in Sara-
S e G0 gewds'wd‘n* 4 sota, FL. It's not a far drive to | -95, and it offers enter-
and JefforsoNational . Ficidhond tainment along the way in the form of 'South of the Bor-
der," amusing town names like Coosawatchie, and bill-

g 4 boards asking "Who is John Galt?" In just over half a day
Norfolka-QVirginia Beach it got us to Florida, and we were both eager to shed win-
ter layers by then.

KENTUCKY

ol 7 & 16h21 mi

Greensboro
| 0

NORTH
CAROLINA

0
Johngon Cit . . .
Knoé""e iy Our path took us off I~ -95 just after entering the sunshine

5 state. Along the remainder of the route we found Waldo
Greenville (FL), and discovered that US  -301 in FL is cruel compared
to the same road in MD, stamped with speed -limit signs
@ 14h5min | that can't seem to make up their mind every 3 miles. Af-
ol miles

i Asheville
D

Gastonia
Chattanooga 70
A Greenvile ~ Charlotte
v

ter roughly 17 hours of driving we arrived at the hotel,

“ happy to lay our cramped and weary bodies down for a

Ath AT X
Atlanta 0 SOUI:\*' good night's rest.
Augusta CA.ROL"'A
" ‘ We let ourselves take our sweet time on Thursday, wak-
\ Mot Chieston ing without an alarm, eating a slow breakfast, taking the

: boat to the Sarasota Sailing Squadron host, finding a spot
¥ a GEORGIA near the rest of the fleet where we could spread out and

Colmbus Sayamah assemble Water Rat while greeting and chatting with
other fleet racers.

Albany
0
ol h We were surprised to find that it was 3pm by the time we
! had a sail -able vessel, and we ended the day with a pleas-
Tllahassee Tacknvile ant sai! to get acquia_nted with the waters during the hour
0 \ of daylight that remained.
Ga'“g‘{\'"f Fortunately we were warned by the locals that the red/
o green markers just outside the squadron piers marked an
Daywngmch inbound channel; it almost hurt to think of ourselves as
Orlando 'returning’ as we sailed out. The weather was very enjoy-
0 able for the three  -day regatta: sunny skies, high tem-
Tap oKissimmee peratures in the 70's, and wind building Friday through

oPeim Bay Sun from 6 to 10 to 14 Kits.

FLORIDA
Sarasota, Flg Despite bringing the wrong kite and wishing we had a 3rd

Wt;;al:;lm crew member the last 2 days, we thoroughly enjoyed our-
(ge Coal 0 selves and managed to come out in 19th (out of 28).
0Boca Raton
Miami We were up depressingly early to start the return trip
0 home, sadly watching as the outside temperature dropped
steadily the further north we went. But the weekend
Nassau . .
0 brought a very welcome relief to the dreary MD winter,
3 The and hopes of returning to Sarasota in March will keep our
(,«mglc Bahamas spirits up!

Map data 2015 Google, INEG!  Ltemod
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Fleet start featuring SMSA's Water Rat (USA 158)

Practice on
Thursday to
make sure we
remember how
to sall

The Clew, March 2015

Page 6

www.smsa.com



