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COMMODOREôS MESSAGE  

FEBRUARY 2015  
 

       TIME TO RENEW  
          FOR 2015!  
 

It is that time of year for us to renew our SMSA memberships.  Emails recently went 

out to all members for whom we have email addresses, with a link to the on - line payment 
page.   

 

If you did not get an email, donôt worry.  Log onto www.smsa.com  and click the big green but-
ton on the middle of the page.  This will take you to the renewal site.  You may pay by credit 

card, or just fill out the renewal and mail a check.  

 
You may also pay race fees, slip fees and register for Summer Camp while renewing.  For those 

of us that donôt have email, letters will go out around February 1st  with a hard -copy renewal 

form.  

 
Renewals are due by February 15 th .   After February 15 th , renewed members will receive the 

new passcode for the doors at the clubhouse and other pertinent information.  

 
This year our regular memberships will be $395 for the year.  Hard work and careful spending 

has allowed us to keep membership costs low while giving you improved benefits of member-

ship.  Our leased Holder 20ôs and Sunfish will be available for member use in addition to our 

Optis and International 420ôs, when available.   
 

We have also allotted money for a paid bartender at the club for certain days and 

events.  While the paid bartender wonôt completely replace our need for volunteers at the bar, 
it will reduce the pressure to always have someone come forward to man the bar.  We also may 

experiment with having the bar open additional days over the sailing season, say Saturday or 

Sunday afternoons or evenings.  
 

Some fun and exciting events are coming up at the clubhouse in February.  On Friday, February 

6 th,  itôs the first annual (we hope) Think W*A*R*M Happy Hour!  Wine, Appetizers, Rum, and 

Music are promised.  The acoustic group ñCoastlineò will play, and tastings will be $5-7 for a 
flight of wine or rum.     

 

On Saturday, February 7 th , SMSA will host a Race Management Seminar starting at 8:30am.   
 

A Commodoreôs Pot Luck Dinner will be held on Friday the 20th , and the next afternoon there is 

a Painting Party.  Check this issue or our website to find out more about all of these events!  
 

We are all eagerly waiting for sailing weather to return to the Chesapeake.   

 

With that in mind, take note that keelboat Frostbites begin on March 1 st , while 
Opening Day is scheduled for April 11 th .      WE CANôT WAIT! 

The Commodoreôs Corner 

By Tim Flaherty  
commodore@smsa.com  

http://www.smsa.com
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Painting Party 
Saturday, February 21 st , 3 PM  

Come to the clubhouse for a guided 

painting lesson  

é and keep your unique creation! 

 

The painting is of a wooden ship wheel on a beach background:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

You must register and pay $35 through the vendorôs website by Feb 19th .  

Email communications@smsa.com , or call Megan, for registration details.  

Superbowl XLIX  

Party at SMSA!  

Sunday, February 1st  

Doors open at 5:30pm; Kickoff at 6:30pm  

Bring a Superbowl snack to share with your friends while we  

watch the game on the big screen!  

FEBRUARY EVENTS ðSocials and Trainings  

mailto:communications@smsa.com
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Topics include:   

Anchoring the Race Committee (RC) Boat  

Setting a Square Starting Line  

Starting and Finishing Races  

Scoring the Race  

What RC can and cannot changeé& More! 

 

 
Want to decipher what those flags are on the 
race course?  Donôt know how to set a square 
starting line? Come join us and meet some  
fellow sailors!   

 

Contact our Training Chair at  

training@smsa.com with questions.  

Race 

Management 

Training  
 

Feb 7th  

8:30am ð 12:30pm  

Focused on race committee training  
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Congratulations to the following cruisers who were recognized at the Awards Banquet 

for their extensive cruise activity during the 2014 season:   

 

 Joe Frost (Gemini);  

 Dennis & Carolyn Chandler (Safina);  

 Jerry & Donna Taylor (Piper);  

 Sarah Southworth (Moolight Serenade);  

 Rod & Pat Schroeder (Ruste Nayle);  

 Rich & Patty Freeman (Patty K); and  

 Dave & Lois Zonderman (Walkabout).   

 

And many thanks to the other 24 boats and crews who participated in the cruise pro-

gram throughout the year.  

 

The 2015 season cruise schedule has been drafted and will be finalized by the end of 

Feb for publication on the web and in the yearbook.  If you missed making your cruse 

input for our planning meeting in January, there is still time to consider additional inputs 

by sending your details to the cruise chairman (cruise@smsa.com) within the next cou-

ple of weeks.   

 

Cruise Leader and/or Raft Captain volunteers will be needed in order to  

execute the schedule -  please consider stepping up to help.   

 

For those who are looking for some extended cruising experience, it looks like we will 

have two cruises this year that will take us out of the Bay.  These include a cruise to 

Philadelphia, and a cruise around DELMARVA.  Should have more details on these op-

tions next month.  

 

Only 2 months until the opening cruise, so press on with your winter/spring projects.  

Thanks  

Rod Schroeder  

2015 SMSA Cruise Chair  

cruise@smsa.com  

(H) 410 -326 -0167  

Rod Schroeder, SMSA Cruise Chair 
cruise@smsa.com 
(H) 410-326-0167 
(C) 301-752-5515 

Cruising Corner  
AWARDS BANQUET CONGRATULATIONS. 

2 MONTHS AND COUNTING.   

2015 LONG CRUISES SCHEDULED.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

mailto:rodschroeder@comcast.net
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Piper Crossing the Gulf Stream  

Donna at the Helm to Vero Beach  

Winter  

Cruising Down 

South 

with Jerry and Donna 

Taylor aboard Piper.  
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Topics include:   

Mark Roundings,  
What to do when boats meet on the course,  
Starting Rules,  
Finishing Rules, and  
Protest Hearings.  

 

 

  

Have a rules question? Donôt understand a situation 
youôve been in on the race course?   
Bring the scenario and weôll figure it out together.   
 
Come join us and meet some fellow sailors!   
  

Contact our Training Chair at  

training@smsa.com with questions.  

Racing Rules 

Seminar  
 

 March 1 and 8  

4:00 to 5:30 pm  

(after Frostbite 

Races)  
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