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In the heat of the summer season things
happen quickly. The daylight is long,
and the nights are short... and hopefully
you're all getting out and enjoying the
summer winds.
Over the last few years we've seen much development in communication/media. As you can
tell it is quite a bit of work to get a newsletter out to you each month...but there is a dedicated
crew of volunteers working to ensure the news gets to you. In addition to your monthly 'Clew',
you can get updates from the SMSA facebook page, the weekly "This Week at SMSA" emails,
and updates on the smsa.com website. (Which will be getting a major overhaul effective
August 1)
In "national" SMSA news, several (5) boats of SMSA sailors plus a few more local boats, and
SMSA crews on out of town boats.....are currently in Florida for the Buccaneer 18 North
American Championship...and you can check on how the regatta is going at Buccaneer18.org
by clicking on the "News" button, and on the SMSA Facebook Page.
Locally we have Screwpile is just around the corner. The VC race cruise is this coming
weekend (July 13). There are 10 SMSA boats signed up for the cruise to Crisfield for Labor
Day, and we're working on a partnership event to benefit Wounded Warriors late this
summer. Finally I've been spending much time observing the SMSA summer camps, and am
quite impressed. We currently have more students in the program than I've ever seen, and they
are all sporting smiles from ear to ear.
See you on the water,
Jimmy

The biggest regatta of the year for
SMSA will be held this month at the Holiday
Inn, but don’t forget to stop by the clubhouse
for a pre-race happy hour on Saturday July
20th. Race headquarters will be at the Holiday
Inn for the remainder. For more information
check out the website at
http://www.screwpile.net

5 pm, Sat., July 20
Pre-race Party at SMSA
Sun., July 21– Tue., July 23
Racing!!!

Thank you to all our volunteer bartenders!!! Without
you our Friday night happy hour would not be
possible.
We are looking for volunteer bartenders for the
following Friday nights :
July 12th, 19th and 26th
August 2nd,9th,16th,23rd and 30th.
Haven't been a bartender before? No problem. Just let Mike know and we will have someone
help get you started. To sign up, email Mike Major at barmanager@SMSA.com, or sign your
name on the bar whiteboard next time you're at the club!

Stars & Strips Race
Saturday June 29th was a beautiful day to be out on the water. The gentle breeze was clocking
to the west before the start and forced RC to go into postponement. After relocating near mark
‘C’ to set up a quick windward-leeward course, the racers were set off at 1400. A nice 10-12
knot sea breeze filled in and much fun was had by all. Results can be found here:
http://www.smsa.com/Race/2013/Results/Stars%20and%20Stripes%202013.htm
There are still a few spots open to sign up for Race Committee, please contact Marc Briere or
John Kriz if you’d like to volunteer.

RC Audrey—Setting the Course
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SCOTT KIRBY TO PLAY WITH “NEW” ACCOMPANIST AT
SMSA THIS AUGUST
When singer/songwriter/storyteller Scott Kirby takes the stage at SMSA on August 11th., He
will have someone new as his accompanist. Well not really “new” new, but new to SMSA.
For the first time since Kirby began appearing at our club in 2008, he will have violinist Emily
leader playing alongside for the Solomons show.
Since 2003, Leader has been a member of the US Army Band and has performed with that
outfit world-wide. When not playing with the Army, leader has performed with The Scott
Kirby Band, Peter Mayer (Jimmy Buffett’s Coral Reefers), the Key West Symphony Orchestra,
and with her guitarist husband Chad at venues all over the mid-Atlantic.
“I love having Emily play my gigs,” Scott Kirby told The Clew recently. “Even with just the
two of us, having a violin adds such a different dimension to the music. I like having violin on
my records, and when I can get Emily to appear live it is such a treat. She is such a tremendous
musician, and is real sweetheart. I’m really glad
she’s available to come to SMSA with me. She will
love playing Solomons, and Solomons will love
her.”
This will be the sixth year that Kirby has brought
his brand of boat, harbor and beach music to
SMSA. He has issued a new CD which will be
available for sale at the SMSA show. Tickets are
$12 for members in advance and $20 for guests and
nonmembers. The start time on Sunday, August
11th is 4pm, and doors will open at 3pm. For tickets
see Lisa Flaherty or LG Raley, or write
scottatsmsa@gmail.com.
Scott Kirby at SMSA is presented by the Solomons
Holiday Inn Marina and Conference Center, Bozick
Distributing, and Bob Hall Distributing

Scott Kirby in Concert at SMSA!
Sunday, August 11, 4pm
Doors Open at 3pm
Tickets: $12 for members, $20 for guests and non-members
For tickets see Lisa Flaherty or LG Raley, or write scottatsmsa@gmail.com.
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A New SMSA Tradition?
A Race/Cruise EVERYONE Can Do!
By Tim Flaherty, Vice Commodore
The July 13 Vice Commodore’s Cup Race and Cruise has a new destination this year:
Solomons!
Trying to build on the popularity of the Mixed Couples Race/Cruise, I’ve decided to try a
format that will appeal to the widest swath of SMSA members, and will leave little excuse for
any one not to at least come out the post-race raft party for a couple of hours.
The Mixed Couples event in August has been the most popular on-water event for SMSA the
past couple of years. Dinghies and keelboats wind up in Battle Creek for a festive afternoon,
and many spend the night. Not wanting to do exactly the same thing, but still get dinghies, keel
racers and cruisers together, I’ve decided to send the racing fleet of both dinghies and big boats
four-miles up the river to a drop mark about one-mile north of Hellen Creek and back. This
should be a challenging race, as competitors must navigate through the bridge and around Point
Patience twice in the same race. Mostly, this day is about having fun and the real fun will begin
in Solomons Harbor afterward.
Jerry and Donna Taylor, aboard Piper, will lead cruisers on a daysail, then will come back and
drop the hook in the harbor, serving as the anchor boat for the raft. Possible locations are near
the Tiki Bar or down Back Creek as far as the Holiday Inn.
Upon returning to the harbor, cruisers, keelboat racers and dinghies are all invited to raftup and
enjoy on-the-water company for the remainder of the day and evening. We are working on
some door prizes and other fun stuff to try and make this an event we will want to repeat. It’s
close to home, so no excuses for not making it! If you cannot find the raft, hail the SMSA Raft
Captain on VHF Channel 72.
For a copy of the Sailing Instructions, write keelboatrace@smsa.com or
vicecommodore@smsa.com. Dinghy sailors should note that they should have a watch and a
compass, as we will use the Rule 26 five-minute starting sequence for your start. You may also
need to take your own time at the finish. As usual, all skippers are responsible for their own
safety gear (a legal light for night operation if you stay late at the raft before heading home).
The race is open to all boats that have paid their seasonal race fees. However any cruiser or
even a daysailing dinghy piloted by an SMSA member in good standing will be allowed to
participate in the race free of charge. Provisional ratings will be issued if you don’t have a
PHRF certificate or Portsmouth number.
And of course, we will welcome anyone at the raftup party. Members who don’t own boats
should contact the Vice Commodore, the Cruise Chair or any of the race chairs for assistance in
hooking up with a boat that might have room for them. The idea is to have fun and build
camaraderie and perhaps start a new SMSA tradition!
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Once again the local spring weather caused us cruisers to be flexible in our itineraries
and kept us close to home for most of our May and early June cruising. Our Memorial Day
“Where the Wind Blows …and Blows …and Blows …” cruise had planned to spend a long
weekend in the Choptank River and Oxford; however, gale force winds turned the fleet around
to spend another weekend up the Patuxent River. Piper (Jerry and Donna Taylor) departed
Solomons on Friday, a day early, to make it a 4 day weekend, but after slogging into the strong
wind and waves after rounding Drum Point they wisely turned around to seek a sheltered
anchorage in Rollins Cove for the evening. Saturday morning still had gale force winds
blowing but died down to small craft warnings by afternoon. Safina (Dennis & Carolyn
Chandler) and SMSA guest cruiser Unruly Seahorse (Jerry & Kat Budnick) joined Piper in St
Leonard Creek on Saturday afternoon for a cordial happy hour. Sunday morning brought out
Ruste Nayle (Rod & Pat Schroeder) and Walkabout (Dave & Lois Zonderman) for a nice sail up
the river to join the rest of the cruisers in Island Creek for the night and a delicious group dinner
at Stoney’s on Broomes Island. After a peaceful night at anchor, Memorial Day morning was
delightful as we all straggled back to Solomons while remembering our fallen heroes on this
Holiday.
Another weather event scuttled our planned trip to Annapolis on 7-9 June to attend the
Summer Garden Theater. Tropical Storm Andrea was headed up the East Coast with the
potential for significant impact in our sailing area at the time we decided to cancel the cruise.
The storm quickly passed with minimal impact to our area which allowed us to enjoy some
local day sailing for the rest of the weekend.
The nine day Cruise North got started on 15 June and the Long Island Sound Adventure
left port a few days later on 20 June for their 30 day cruise. Details of these cruises will be
covered in future issues of the Clew.
Here are some upcoming cruises to be thinking about:
Independence Cruise 5 – 7 July: Enjoy the local July 4 activities and fireworks at Solomons
on Thurs, and then cruise with us to St Mary’s City on Fri, July 5, to enjoy the Riverside
Concert and more fireworks. Suggest you pick your spot to anchor in Horseshoe Bend upon
arrival and then dingy over to “Piper” (Jerry & Donna Taylor) for potluck happy hour between
1630 and 1800 before going ashore for the music. We can provide dinghy shuttle if
needed. On Saturday the cruise continues across the Potomac to the Yeocomico River/Kinsale
Marina for a night at anchor or in a slip if desired. For those who want a slip at Kinsale Marina,
please contact Steve at 804-472-2514 for reservation. Contact the cruise leader Jerry Taylor at
410-474-6834 or Jerry@JerryTaylorHomes.com for further information.
VC Cup Race/Rendezvous 13 – 14 July: This is a great opportunity for all SMSA members
to enjoy an on-the-water social event at the end of an informal race. Join the happy hour raft up
even if you don’t race. Details are covered in a separate article.
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Happy Hour Raft Up 27 – 28 July: Here is another opportunity for SMSA members to get
together to enjoy an on-the-water social event in nearby Mill Creek (St Mary’s side). Raft up
for happy hour – spend the night on the hook if desired or short sail back to Solomons for the
night.
Cruise South and Crisfield Labor Day cruises 23 Aug – 2 Sep: At last count there is a great
showing of 10 SMSA boats that have made reservations for the Labor Day weekend at
Crisfield. Soon after 1 July, the Somers Cove Marina operator, Susan Ford, will begin calling
you to confirm (and pay) for your reservation. For those who will be on the Cruise South
leading up to Crisfield, please contact Diane (904-758-5440) for your slip reservation at
Urbanna Town Marina for 26-27 Aug and let her know that you are part of the SMSA group.
Contact the cruise leader Rich Freeman at 703-569-1413 or teknikr2004@yahoo.com for
further information.
Rod Schroeder
SMSA Cruise Chair
rodschroeder@comcast.net
(H) 410-326-0167
(C) 301-752-5515

NEW RC HORN!
New for the 2013 racing season: An automatic starting horn! The SMSA race programs have
purchased a starting system to help RC with timing and reduce the number of people required to
run race committee. The horn is pre-set to run both keelboat and smallboat rolling starts. Come
down to the RC boat and check it out. Directions on how to use the horn can be found on the
following page. These directions will also be placed with the horn. Contact your race chairs
with questions.
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Junior and Adult Sail Training Update
The summer is quickly moving by us but the ‘lazy days of summer’ are not what you will find
at SMSA. This summer, over 100 students will have participated in SMSA’s Junior Summer
Camps. Most weeks were completely full or over-full. But you are in luck! There are still a
few spots left for your kids and grandkids to learn to sail this summer. We have a few openings
in the following classes. Sign up NOW at www.smsa.com.
Kid Intro to Sailing: July 29-Aug 2
Intermediate Dinghy Sailing: July 29-Aug 2 and Aug 12-16
Teen Beginner Sailing: July 15-19 and Aug 5-9

In addition to weekday Junior sailing camps, the weekends as SMSA have been filled with
Adult Learn to Sail classes. We have run three classes for current members and new members
and have consistently filled the classes. The Adult Learn to Sail classes run two weekends a
month and introduce sailors to the fundamentals of sailing. There are still a few spots left in the
August class, but they are going fast!

Red, White, and ‘Bleu’ at SMSA
The June and July Commodore’s Dinners were combined
with the July 4th holiday for a ‘Red, White, and Bleu’
culinary event. The June Commodore’s dinner theme was
‘Red’. The theme for the July 4th party was ‘White’. A
multitude of SMSA members came out to the clubhouse on
the 4th to enjoy good food and a great location to watch the
Solomons fireworks. The series will conclude with the
‘Bleu’ theme on July 19th. Come out to the clubhouse and
enjoy foods that are ‘Bleu’ (or ‘Blue’ if you prefer).
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July

Wed
Wed. Night Race Series
Thurs Small Boat Summer Series
Fri
Friday Happy Hour
M‐F
Junior Sailing Camps
7/13
Vice Comm Race/Cruise
7/13‐14 Adult Learn to Sail
7/15
BOD Quarterly Meeting
7/20
Screwpile Party @ SMSA
7/20‐21 Adult Learn to Sail
7/21‐23 Screwpile Lighthouse Races
7/27‐28 Happy Hour Raft–Up
7/29
Program Chair Meeting

Start Time

Date

August

6:30 PM Wed
Wed. Night Race Series
6:30 PM Thurs Small Boat Summer Series
5:00 PM Fri
Friday Happy Hour
M‐F
Junior Sailing Camps
8/3‐4 Where the Wind Blows Cruise
8/11
Scott Kirby Concert
7:00 PM 8/16
Commodore’s Dinner
5:00 PM 8/17‐18 Mixed Couples Race/Cruise
8/23
Cruise South Starts
8/24
Sail for Youth
8/26
Program Chair Meeting
7:00 PM 8/30
Labor Day Cruise Begins

Start Time

6:30 PM
6:30 PM
5:00 PM
End 8/16
3 PM
7 PM

7:00 PM

